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Calendar 

 

• Tue 9th Dec : Bake Sale by 7WCR 

• Thu 11th Dec : Christmas Jumper Day 

• Thu 11th Dec : Christmas Shop by 7SLL 

• Thu 11th Dec : Year 11 Parents Evening 

• Fri 12th Dec : Army Medical Services Visit 

• Mon 15th Dec : Primary School Christmas Lunch 

• Mon 15th Dec : Cake Sale by 7CHA 



• Tue 16th Dec : Whole School Christmas Lunch 

• Fri 19th Dec : School Break Up at 3.10 pm 

• Mon 5th Jan : Back to School 

• w/c 12th Jan : Year 12 & 13 Two Week Exam Block 

• w/c 12th Jan : GCSE Food Practical Exams 

• Mon 27th Jan : Careers Fayre 

• Thu 6th Feb : Year 9 Options & Parents Evening 

• Fri 14th Feb : Collaboration Day 

• Mon 18th Feb : Half Term 

• Mon 24th Feb : PD Day  

• Tue 25th Feb : Year 9 Online Options Evening 

• Tue 25th Feb : Start of Year 11 Mock Exams 

• Thu 27th Feb : Year 10 Parents Evening 
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As we approach the final weeks of term, I want to take a moment to reflect on the incredible 

efforts of our students and staff.  

This time of year is always busy, but it’s also a wonderful opportunity to celebrate achievements, 

recognise progress, and look ahead to the exciting plans for the new year. 

A Moment That Reminded Me Why We Never Stop Learning 

This week, a student noticed I had a book in my hand and asked, “Miss, what are you 

reading?” I replied, “Practice Perfect” showing them by book. That simple question led to a 

fantastic discussion about how learning doesn’t stop when you leave school. The student said, 

“So even you are still learning?”  

Absolutely! In fact, the best teachers and the best learners are always curious and looking for 

ways to improve, reading is so powerful. 

This conversation is a great reminder for all of us: reading and learning are lifelong habits. When 

children see adults reading, it sends a powerful message that learning is valuable at every stage 

of life. Whether it’s a book, an article, or even a new skill, every moment spent learning helps us 

grow. 

Why not ask your child what they’re reading today or share what you’re reading? Together, we 

can build a culture where curiosity never ends. 

Year 11 Updates:  

 



Mock exams have now been completed, and results will be shared just before the upcoming 

Year 11 Parents’ Evening on Thursday, 11th December. This evening is a vital opportunity to 

review progress and discuss strategies for success as we move towards the summer exams. 

Please ensure you book your appointments promptly to make the most of this session. 

End of Term Arrangements – Advance Notice 

School will break up for the Christmas Holidays on Friday 19th December at 3:10pm (normal 

time). 

Year 7 News 

 

Community Challenge 

Rumour has it the year 7 are taking the Community Challenge really seriously! I believe, so far, 

we have : 

• A Christmas Shop 

• Food and Money Collection / Donations 

• Bake Sales 

• Guess the Teddy Name 

• Sweet Shop 

• Shoebox Collection 

to name but a few of the ideas they are working on! Hopefully plenty of photos to follow! 

 



7WCR Bake Sale 

As part of the year 7 Christmas Community Challenge outlined in last weeks newsletter, 7WCR 

will be holding a bake sale on Tuesday 9th December at break time on the gym patio!  

There will be a range of delicious baked goods for pupils to purchase with all money going to 

Telford Crisis Support and Shifnal Foodbank. Pupils will need to bring money in to school if they 

wish to purchase something.  

7DBR New & Used Toys 

Mr Braid's tutor group 7DBR are asking for any new or used toys (but if used, they must be in 

perfect condition) to be brought in. They are then going to box them and label whether the gift 

is for a boy / girl and the age appropriate.  

If you can donate a gift then please drop it at reception and they will happily collect them in for 

us. 

As a tutor group they are also looking at opening up one of the team rooms during break or 

lunch to watch a short film, sell cakes, biscuits and sweets!  

7CHA Cake Sale 

For our Year 7 team Community Challenge 7CHA are having a cake sale in BA9 on Monday 15th 

December at break and lunchtime (if cakes left) 

There will be a free drink for every purchase! 

 

7SLL Christmas Shop 

Thursday 11th December, 7SLL are hosting a Christmas shop in room A3, where they have been 

busy making handmade cards and gifts. There will also be a raffle where you can have the 

chance to win a Christmas sweet and chocolate treat bag. Tickets for the bag are £1.  



 

Thea Represents Shropshire Schools! 

We heard the incredible news that Thea, year 7, was selected to represent Shropshire schools in 

the Dave Sunderland Inter County Cross Country held on Saturday 22nd November. This is a 

massive achievement and got this opportunity when the PE department took her on a cross 

country event earlier this school year! 

Thea put in a fantastic performance achieving 3rd place - attached is a photo of her with her 

bronze medal. 

Well done Thea! 



 

Year 10 News 

 

Casen Represents Country! 

We have received some very exciting news!!  

Casen Thompson, year 10, has been offered a place with the British Cycling Association on the 

"National" Talent Academy. 

There were only 4 places offered to riders from all over the country and Casen has been chosen 

as one of them. 

Casen will be representing his country, for International Competitions in BMX Freestyle!  



This is an incredible achievement for this 14 years old and we wish him all the best in his future 

competitions. We will hopefully be getting regular updates on how he is getting on! 

 

Work Experience 

• Please can you ensure your child uploads their work experience placements to UniFrog 

by February half term.  

• They have login access to this.  

• Any problems, please ask to see Miss Martin or Mrs Boyd 

Sixth Form News 

 

Hamper Packing 

Last Thursday, Idsall Sixth Form attended the annual Christmas Hamper packing event for 

Shifnal Help Foodbank. 

Current and former pupils worked together with members of the community to bring some 

Christmas cheer to local families.  The event saw almost 100 hampers packed and sealed ready 

to be distributed. 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

Christmas Crafternoons 

Last week saw the first of the Sixth Form Christmas "Crafternoons".   

There are many ways to explore creativity and have a well deserved break from screen time and 

studies.  Some people like to read, others play sport and then there are those, who like to make 

things.  During the run up to the Christmas holidays, crafting activities will be provided with a 

Christmas theme. 



Christmas decorations were in full production, using origami and wool. 

 

 

 



 

 

OTHER IDSALL NEWS 

 

* Christmas Jumper Day! 

Thursday 11th December - Save the Children's Christmas Jumper Day! 



On Thursday 11th December Idsall School have again signed up to take part in the Save the 

Children's Christmas Jumper day! 

This means that students are asked to bring in a donation for the charity, or make a donation via 

parent pay, and they can wear a wonderful festive jumper. Donations will be collected by their 

tutors during their morning team time.  

With the exception of the Christmas jumper, school uniform remains unchanged. 

Christmas Jumper Day is one of Save the Children's biggest annual fundraising events. It's been 

going since 2012! 

Every December they ask schools, workplaces, and community and friend groups to put on a 

Christmas jumper and donate whatever they can afford. And every year, millions of you join in 

making the world better in a sweater. 

By taking part this year you will be helping support kids and families who are having to deal with 

an increasingly volatile world. The money raised on Christmas Jumper Day will help children in 

the UK and all around the world stay safe, healthy and learning - and change their future for 

good.  

 

* Whole School Christmas Lunch 

Tuesday 16th December is the whole school Christmas lunch. Please take a look at the 

scrumptious food on offer! 



Please be aware that as per previous years, the canteen will be closed at break time and there 

will be limited alternative menu choices on at lunchtime. 

 

* Christmas Concert 

Come and join us! 

Idsall School Music & Drama Departments proudly present their Annual Christmas Concert at St 

Andrew's Church, Shifnal. Doors open from 6.45pm, so why not wrap up warm and join us for a 

magical night of Christmas festivities and entertainment.  

Everyone is welcome! 



 

* Christmas Card Winners 

 

The Art Department have ran their annual christmas card competition and the quality this year 

was outstanding! Judging of  the various years artistic designs was not an easy decision. 

The top three places in each year grouphave won themselves an Amazon voucher which will be 

emailed out to them. 

Congratulations to our winners :  

• Year 7  

- Mina Iqbal - 7CHA  

- Meg Ginder - 7CHA  

- Phoebe Ash - 7AFO  

• Year 8  



- Jess Smith - 8LEG  

- Charlotte Bagnall - 8SBR  

- Molly Smith - 8SDA  

• Year 9  

- Lily Green - 9SFE  

- Izzy Kucharczyk - 9HLO 

- Annie Weaver - 9CPI  

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

* Sparx Weekly Winners 

 

Sparx Reader is an engaging and supportive platform in which pupils can develop their reading 

and literacy skills. Students are offered a fantastic range of books targeted at their level and can 

use a wide range of text and background colours.  

Points are tallied and the English department can see who is top of their class or of their year 

group! 

Last week's weekly winners for Sparx Reader are shown below. The number refers to now many 

points they have achieved – the minimum target for every student in Year 7 to 10 is 300. Each 

student who achieves 300 or more SRP will be awarded positive points for home learning. 

Watch this space for end of term prizes for the highest SRP in each year group! 



 

* Redhouse Music 

Saturday saw our musicians and singers on stage at the Redhouse in Albrighton as they took 

part in Albrighton Calling - Music to Continue the Fight.  

A huge shout out to our musicians and singers for their brilliant performances .... This was a 

huge first time for some of them! 

 



* Languagenut Competition 

This is the last week of the Languagenut competition. There is still time for you to be part of the 

leader board! 

See the current leader board below: 

 

Remember : If you aren't in it you can't win it!!  

* ETT Talk 

Thank you to Milly Garbett for joining us this morning for a 'Your Period, Your Power' talk with 

our Year 7 and Year 8 girls. The students learnt about how your sport can become your 

superpower with your cycle and had some brilliant questions to ask Milly! 

A few of our year 8 students learnt a newfound confidence talking about the topic and some 

have even been talking about putting together their own period pack as suggested by Milly!   

You can follow Milly on Instagram @millygarbett_coach for more info and tips on all things sport, 

training, triathlons and managing all this as a female!  



 

 



* From the PE Department 

 

Christmas House Sports Competition 

 Which house is going to come out on top...GAME ON!! 

 

Idsall Beat SJT! 

A fantastic performance from our U12 and U15 girls teams in the second round of the County 

Cup.  

The girls travelled to Trust School SJT.  

The U12s came home with a 15-2 win .... goals from : 

•     April x 9 goals  

•     Thea x 3 goals  

•     Belle x 2 goals  

•     Amia x 1 goal  

The U15s also dominated however were held off from more goals due to an outstanding 

goalkeeping performance from SJT.  The U15's  came home 2-0 winners .... goals from : 

•     Alyza  

•     Ash 



The girls are now focusing on the quarter finals to be played after Christmas! 

 

 

 

U13 EFL Football 

On Friday, Miss Logan, Miss Broughton and 29 of our year 7 and 8 girls headed off to 

Shrewsbury Town FC for the U13 EFL girls cup.  



The 4 teams battled through wind, rain, hail and freezing conditions against 5 other schools and 

played some brilliant football.  

Our 'Idsall United' team made it all the way to the final where we unfortunately lost out on 

penalties! Lots of resilience shown through the wintery conditions and lots of fun had!  

Well Done to all girls who played            

Star players   Lucy S    Maisie P    Ruby W    Molly S    April R    Thea B    Isla M 

 

 

 



Year 8 Girls Football 

Congratulations to the year 8 (featuring year 7) girls for their amazing win against Madeley! The 

girls won 9-1. With goals from April R x 3, Thea B x 3, Layla M x 2, Isla M x 1! 

They all played amazingly well with Man Of Match being split between 3 people Lucy S (captain), 

April R and Thea B!   

They are now through to the third round of the County Cup - dates for this will be issued in the 

New Year. 

Well done to all who played! 

 



 

* Parent Governor Voting Reminder  

"Your voice matters! Parent and Carer involvement in this election is important. We have three 

nominees for Parent Governor. Please cast your vote. Every vote counts!" 

Please click on the link for details Parent-Governor-Ballot-Paper-December-2025.pdf 

Only 7 days left to vote! Deadline is Friday 12th December at 3:10pm. 

* Reception Notices 

Dropping Off Items 

Polite Reminder. 

Please refrain from dropping off items for your child at reception, we are unable to deliver 

them to classrooms. We will try our best by emailing class teachers but cannot guarantee that 

https://www.idsallschool.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/7/2025/12/Parent-Governor-Ballot-Paper-December-2025.pdf


the item will be passed on. It is your child’s responsibility to collect the dropped off item at 

break or lunchtime.  

Lost Property 

We have a lot of lost property at reception and the staff are slowly becoming lost underneath 

piles of coats, PE kits, jackets, blazers, pencil cases, water bottles etc! Regretfully, we do not 

have the space to keep it. 

Therefore, from now on, lost property will be kept for one week. If it is not collected within a 

week it will be discarded. Anything collected on a Monday will be discarded the following 

Monday etc. 

 

* Help the Canteen 

Aramark our canteen providers have asked our students to complete a feedback survey to find 

out what they think of the canteen food and how they can improve.  

The link is below. It would be great to have as much feedback as possible so that the student 

voices are heard with regards to their break and lunchtime food. If they haven't done it yet, ask 

them to log on with the link below : 



 

* Shropshire Council Consultation 

School Admission Arrangements 2027/28 

 



 

 



* Beauty and the Beast 

 

Rehearsal Schedule 

Students will not be allowed scripts in any rehearsal except for rehearsal 1 when you will be 

given scripts. It is the students responsibility to make sure they learn any lines they have in 

preparation for each rehearsal. 

All cast members are expected to attend every rehearsal unless absent from school that day. 

More than 3 absences without a valid reason given to Mrs Creighton will result in roles being re-

cast.  

 



 

 



* Trips Update 

Disneyland 2026 

 

Letters have gone out this week requesting the passport and GHIC information. If you have not 

got either of them please send for them as a matter of urgency. I have to pass this to the 

company the first week in January. GHIC cards are free of charge. Please follow the link below. 

Link for the GHIC card is : Applying for healthcare cover abroad (GHIC and EHIC) - NHS 

For information the final payment of £215.00 is due by Friday 9th January 2026. 

If you want a paper copy of the letter and forms, please ask your student to pop to the library 

and collect one. 

Any questions / queries, please email Cathy.Leverington@ids.mmat.co.uk. 

* Session 6 & Lunchtime Activities 

We are excited to attach the list of session 6 and lunchtime activities available to students in the 

school. Session 6 activities are from 15.10  - 16.10.  

https://www.nhs.uk/using-the-nhs/healthcare-abroad/apply-for-a-free-uk-global-health-insurance-card-ghic/


If your student would like any further information please ask them to speak to a member of the 

department. 

Please be aware : Session Six and Lunchtime Activities may be cancelled at short notice. For 

Session Six cancellations, you will be able to remain in school until the agreed time if needed. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

* Transportation Guidance 

Please find below the latest guidance for behaviour on school transport to and from school. This 

is a copy of the Shropshire Council Behaviour on School Transport Policy. 

If your students uses school transport please have a read. 



 



 



 



 

* Safeguarding 

 



 

* Work Experience 2026 

Work Experience is 29 June - 3 July 2026 for students in years 10 and 12. 

The date for details to be uploaded to Unifrog is Friday 27th March 2026. 

Work Experience – Year 10  

• Please can you ensure your child uploads their work experience placements to UniFrog 

by February half term.  

• They have access to login to this.  

• Any problems, please ask to see Miss Martin or Mrs Boyd 

* Think Which Service 

We have been asked to put this in our newsletter for parents to help guide people to use the 

right service for the right reason. Created by the NHS Shropshire, Telford and Wrekin.  



More information at thinkwhichservice.co.uk 

 

WHAT'S ON IN THE LOCAL AREA 

 

Shifnal Events 

Here’s a reminder of the fantastic events happening in Shifnal right through to the end of the 

year.  

It’s brilliant to have these events for all to enjoy, so get involved, support local, and most of all 

— love local.  

#LoveShifnal #shifnal #supportlocal #lovelocal 

https://thinkwhichservice.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/loveshifnal?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUsu574QizgIWpvmDHsT0_JD-UwHqi9THfO5gc86onBqgzjcy5-FR7rH6kLYqqhqfOU_6CA2DwRqe_BwI7CZNIvdzIKVz7RJJ-6S_Syw2MCXrUlSSP8P6YEKokZdOKg_zA2QQCkhJkdsvl-Wf4zwDITFdGPENtQs-bmPXfMWsmg1A&__tn__=*NK*F
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/shifnal?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUsu574QizgIWpvmDHsT0_JD-UwHqi9THfO5gc86onBqgzjcy5-FR7rH6kLYqqhqfOU_6CA2DwRqe_BwI7CZNIvdzIKVz7RJJ-6S_Syw2MCXrUlSSP8P6YEKokZdOKg_zA2QQCkhJkdsvl-Wf4zwDITFdGPENtQs-bmPXfMWsmg1A&__tn__=*NK*F
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/supportlocal?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUsu574QizgIWpvmDHsT0_JD-UwHqi9THfO5gc86onBqgzjcy5-FR7rH6kLYqqhqfOU_6CA2DwRqe_BwI7CZNIvdzIKVz7RJJ-6S_Syw2MCXrUlSSP8P6YEKokZdOKg_zA2QQCkhJkdsvl-Wf4zwDITFdGPENtQs-bmPXfMWsmg1A&__tn__=*NK*F
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/lovelocal?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUsu574QizgIWpvmDHsT0_JD-UwHqi9THfO5gc86onBqgzjcy5-FR7rH6kLYqqhqfOU_6CA2DwRqe_BwI7CZNIvdzIKVz7RJJ-6S_Syw2MCXrUlSSP8P6YEKokZdOKg_zA2QQCkhJkdsvl-Wf4zwDITFdGPENtQs-bmPXfMWsmg1A&__tn__=*NK*F


 

Try Something New! Taekwon-Do ....... FREE CLASSES! 

Congratulations to Mr. Morris on achieving 6th Dan.  This is an amazing achievement showing 

dedication and commitment to the sport. 

Do you feel like trying out a new sport .. if so, why not go along, two free classes so you can try 

it before you join! 

INTERESTED ... contact Mr. Morris on 07969 996055 to book and for more information. 



 

Contact Us 
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