
Idsall School
Part of MARCHES ACADEMY TRUST

 

Welcome to Year 9 Options Presentation
Mrs Marston (Deputy Head) 

Options – Michelle.Marston@ids.mmat.co.uk   
Work Experience/Careers – Charlotte.Martin@ids.mmat.co.uk 

E Glandibus Quercus “Great oaks from little acorns grow”

mailto:Michelle.Marston@ids.mmat.co.uk
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September 2025 – GCSE Option Blocks

A B C D

Geography Geography Geography Geography

History History History History

Separate Science Computer Science French

Separate Science

Construction

ICT (BTEC) Music Psychology

Drama Business (GCSE) Business (GCSE) Business (GCSE)

Psychology Health & Social 

(BTEC)

Photography Sport (BTEC)

PE (GCSE) Religious Studies Product Design PE (GCSE)

Health & Social 

(BTEC)

Food Food

Art Art



Key Dates 
and action

Wednesday 26th February (5pm) to Thursday 13th March (5pm)
Options Selection (Online).
Tuesday 25th February (6pm – 7pm) – online information evening.

Further support and guidance will be given to students over the next 
couple of weeks. 
If you have any concerns or require some help, then please contact 
Mrs Marston – michelle.marston@ids.mmat.co.uk; or 
Mr Barbary – gavin.barbary@ids.mmat.co.uk 

The options form will be sent to each student’s email address after 
school on Wednesday 26th February. Please take the time to 
complete it with them.

Please only submit ONE response per student.

mailto:michelle.marston@ids.mmat.co.uk
mailto:gavin.barbary@ids.mmat.co.uk


Curriculum Intent

entitled to a curriculum that is:

• Broad and Balanced

• Relevant

• Challenging

• Enjoyable

• Curriculum Intent

All students at 
Idsall are entitled 
to a curriculum 
that is:

•Curriculum Intent



Subjects your child must take: The Core

English

Maths

Science

P.E

PSHCE

4 x option subjects 10 hours

Maths 4 hours

English Language and Literature 4.5 hours

Combined Science 4.5 hours

PSHCE 1 hour

P.E 1 hour



• Geography 

• History

• Computer Science

• Separate Sciences

• French

• Art  

• Business

• Food & Nutrition

• Health & Social Care (BTEC)
• ICT (BTEC)
• Music 
• P.E
• Drama
• Product Design
• Photography
• Psychology
• Religious Studies (Philosophy & Ethics)
• Sport (BTEC)



Option Form



GCSE or BTEC/CNAT



The Ebacc



Our view on the Ebacc



However………….



Science 

Students in groups 1 
and 2 should 
strongly consider 
continuing with 
Separate Science at 
GCSE 



Languages 

We highly recommend  that all  students in top sets for languages should seriously consider 
continuing to study French at GCSE level. 

WHY? 

A qualification in a different language shows employers that you have something special to offer an 
that you are an articulate and confident individual with excellent problem solving and critical 
thinking skills and someone who is sensitive to cultural difference.

We live and work in a global marketplace with clients expecting that their partners will use their 
language to do business. To succeed in the 21stcentury business world requires companies to be 
mindful of opportunities all across the world and the need for speakers of other languages has 
never been more relevant.

Brian Stobie, International Durham

• Languages are optional for the current Year 9 cohort



Skills Centre courses





Students should not choose courses because:
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