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Michelle King - Headteacher 

 

Welcome to this Weeks Newsletter!  
It has been another busy and productive week here at Idsall, and we're excited to share lots of 

important updates with you below.  

One of the highlights for me has been spending time with our students, discussing their well-being 

and future aspirations. It’s truly inspiring to hear their exciting plans across a variety of industries. 

What stood out most was how many are eager to pursue careers that serve the community and 

involve helping others—such rewarding and meaningful opportunities.  

Additionally, we’ve had a post-16 review this week, and I’m thrilled to report that we received 

brilliant feedback! We’ll be sure to share more details with you next week once the full report comes 

through.  

Feedback Boxes 
We have noticed that too many students are out of lessons when they should be in class learning. 

This is called internal truancy, where students are on school grounds but missing specific 

classes.  This seriously affects their progress and overall academic success. Additionally, it raises 

concerns as your child is not with a member of staff during these times.  



To address this, we are closely monitoring attendance throughout the day, lesson by lesson. You will 

be notified if your child is absent from a class without permission. For recurring issues, we will work 

with you and your child to provide the necessary support to get them back on track.  

The use of planners plays a key role in this process, helping us identify which students have 

permission to be out of lessons and ensuring your child follows their timetable to get to class 

promptly.  

Positive Impact of Line-Ups 

 

A few weeks ago, we shared the introduction of line ups with you, and we’re thrilled to report that 

the feedback has been really positive, despite the unpredictable weather! This new routine is having 

a huge impact on ensuring all students are ready and prepared to start the day with focus and 

energy.  

A big well done to all of our students for adapting so well, and thank you to our parents for your 

continued support with this new start to the day. It is working really well.   



Uniform Expectations Update  

 

You’ll be aware that we’ve sent several reminders about our uniform expectations, and we’re pleased 

to see that uniform standards are improving. Most students are looking much smarter, but there are 

still a few who are not in the correct uniform.  

For clarity, pages 14-16 of the student planner outline all of our uniform expectations. We are 

working hard to enforce these rules to ensure fairness and foster a sense of pride within our school 

community.  

As we move forward, we are taking the next steps to support full compliance. Our uniform shop will 

be open after half term for any students not in the correct uniform. Students without the 

appropriate attire will be provided with uniform items to borrow for the day, ensuring that everyone 

meets the high standards set by most students, who are looking fantastic.  

In addition, we’ll be using the Smart Log (yellow pages in the planner) to record instances where 

students are not meeting uniform expectations, such as having their shirts untucked or not wearing a 

tie or blazer which will result in a follow-up sanction. Our goal is simple: everyone in full school 

uniform every day.  

Thank you for your ongoing support in helping us maintain these standards.  



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



Sixth Form Open Evening  

 

We look forward to welcoming you all on Tuesday 5th November for our Open Evening. Idsall sixth 

form has a great reputation for exemplary pastoral care and academic achievements. A small sixth 

form with a big heart, we pride ourselves on providing the best student experience, preparing our 

young people for their next steps. All our students progress on to University, Apprenticeships or 

Employment with training. 

Our Open Evening aims to give you an insight into our sixth form experience. Parents, guardians, and 

students will be given a personal tour from our current sixth form students, as well a brief welcome 

and introduction from Ms King and Mr Bowler. The evening promises to be informative and engaging. 

No appointment is necessary, please come along and see what fantastic opportunities are available 

at Idsall sixth form. For any further information, please contact one of the sixth form team: 

Head of Sixth Form : Mr A Bowler ashley.bowler@ids.mmat.co.uk 

Deputy Head of Sixth Form : Ms V McMahon vickie.mcmahon@ids.mmat.co.uk 

Sixth Form Student Support Manager : Mrs A Case amy.case@ids.mmat.co.uk 

Following on from this, or if you cannot make this evening, why not book a tour during the school 

day? See the school in action and speak to our present sixth form students, see the facilities in use! 

So, if you are looking towards your future come along and see us. 

 

Visit the link for more information : Sixth Form - Idsall School 

mailto:Ashley.bowler@ids.mmat.co.uk
mailto:vickiemcmahon@ids.mmat.co.uk
mailto:amy.case@ids.mmat.co.uk
https://www.idsallschool.org/sixth-form-main/


 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Year 7 Mixed Netball 

Idsall played their first mixed netball fixture vs. New Road Academy on Tuesday.  The fixture was 

super competitive.   

• Idsall took an early lead winning the first quarter 6-1.   



• New Road came back strong, defence dominated for both teams with no goals being scored 

during the middle section of the game.   

• The last quarter saw one goal each, Idsall taking a 7-1 win. 

•  Coaches player of the game is Emelia G, her defence was outstanding.  

The students were a total credit to the school.  Well done on a fabulous first game. 

 

Year 7 Transition Parents' Evening 

 

As parents / guardians of year 7 students you should have received an email reminder of the 

upcoming year 7 transition parents' evening on Thursday 10th October.  

• It is being held between 16.00 and 19.00 hours 

• Appointment times are booked via your student's tutor 

• Head to the library on arrival 

• Tea and coffee will be available 



National Poetry Day 

World Record Breaking Live Lesson! 
“We are thrilled to announce that our year 7 students have participated in a Guinness World Record 

attempt for the largest live lesson in the WORLD!  

The challenge was to create a poem based on the theme of ‘counting’. Over the past few weeks, our 

students have been busy brainstorming, sharing ideas, and crafting their unique contributions. 

Their dedication and creativity have been truly inspiring. Each student made thoughtful choices based 

on their initial ideas, and the collaborative spirit was evident as they listened to and supported one 

another throughout the process. 

We are now in the final stages of submitting the evidence for our record attempt. We are hopeful 

that our efforts will be officially recognised and counted by Guinness World Records. What do you 

think counts? 

 

World Space Week 

4th to 10th October, 2024 

 

Did you know there is an annual World Space Week which runs every October.  

It is a global celebration of science and technology, highlighting their role in improving human lives 

and advancing society. It is held in October as this marks the anniversary of the first human-made 

satellite launched into space. 

 



To celebrate this we are running a : 

 

WORLD SPACE WEEK COMPETITION OPEN TO ALL STUDENTS! 

All you have to do is create something imaginative inspired by the wonders of space 

PRIZES available including Amazon Vouchers! 

Ideas for creating :  

• Poster / Post Card / Comic Strip / 3D Model / Art-Work / 1 Side of A4 Essay / Research 

Project / Cake or Biscuit 

It can be based on anything to do with space. 

DEADLINE : Friday 11th October at break time in the library! 
Any questions - speak to Miss Martin 

 

Macmillan Coffee Morning 

On Friday 27th September, Idsall sixth form hosted their annual Macmillan coffee morning.   

A huge thank you to the members of the local community that supported and attended the event 

along with staff and sixth form students. Also a huge thank you to all those that donated cakes and 

sweets. 

The event raised over £250 for this amazing charity. 



 

 

 



 

 



Health for Teens 

 

National College have produced some very helpful guides for schools and parents to use, on a 

variety of topics that link to safeguarding, digital safety, healthy lives etc.  

This week’s guide that we are choosing to share with you is about the social media app Instagram. 

Whilst Instagram is great for keeping up with trends, following celebrity news etc, there are some 

concerns to be aware of – including addiction, the “live feature”, product tagging etc.  

Please see the poster for more information. 



 

 



Black History Month: what is it and why does it matter? 

Tuesday 1st October - Thursday 31st October 2024 

 

Black History Month happens every October and it is a month dedicated to giving everyone the 

opportunity to share, celebrate and understand the impact of black heritage and culture. 

It was started by Carter G Woodson, known as the father of black history who was born in Virginia in 

1875. Woodson's parents were former slaves and so access to education and job opportunities were 

limited. However, Woodson was able to student at one of the few high schools for black people as he 

saved the money working as a coal miner. He later went on to gain various qualifications including a 

PhD in HIstory from Harvard, where he also became a Professor. 

Throughout his life, he worked continuously to promote black history in schools and in 1926 he 

launched the first Black History Week to coincide with the births of former President Abraham 

Lincoln and Frederick Douglass. Both men played a huge role in helping to end slavery. 

In the UK the first Black History Month took place in 1987, this coincided with the 150th anniversary 

of the abolition of slavery in the Caribbean. 

October was chosen partly because it's traditionally a time when African leaders gather to talk about 

important issues, and partly because it was at the start of the school year. 

 

Trips 

We are presently putting together potential / already in process trips for :  



• Year 7 & 8 - France Disneyland Paris and Paris 

• Year 9 - France and Belgium Battlefields Trip 

• Year 8 & 9 - Las Vegas Geography Trip (see Mrs Green in G3 for more information) 

• Year 10, 11 & 12 - Kenya Expedition (see Mr Pittam for more information) 

Disneyland Paris  - Year 7 & 8 

 

We are looking at a trip for year 7 and 8 students to Disneyland Paris from 11th to 13th April, 2025. 

The trip will include executive coach travel, channel crossings, 2 nights b&b, all meals including ferry 

(only exception is a lunch in Disneyland Park), Bateaux Mouches boat trip on the Seine. 

Friday : Travel to Paris by coach, Bateaux Mouches trip, dinner in local restaurant 

Saturday : Disneyland / Walt Disney Studios 

Sunday : Return home by coach 

A letter will be available early next week with more information including a date for a Teams meeting.  

Kenya Jambo Parental Meeting 

 

Idsall held a fabulous parental meeting for the Kenya trip with many parents and students in 

attendance. If you are a student in year 10, 11 or 12 and want more information but were unable to 

make the meeting, please speak to Mr Pittam and he will be happy to answer any of your questions. 



What's on 

• Thu 10th Oct : Year 7 Transition Parents Evening 

• Fri 18th Oct : PD Day (School closed to all students) 

• Mon 21st Oct to Fri 1st Nov : Half Term 

• Mon 4 Nov : Back to school for all students 

• Tue 5th Nov : 6th Form Open Evening 

• Thu 7th Nov : Year 13 Parents Evening 

• Sat 23rd Nov : Shifnal Lights 

Notices 

• STEM club on Tuesdays is postponed until after half term - it will resume on Tuesday 5th 

November 

• If your student comes home with an item of clothing / books etc that have been accidently 

picked up can you please return it to the school reception 

• Coats / PE kit are often being forgotten, in the canteen / library at break and lunch, it would 

be a good idea if you could put your students name clearly inside somewhere. We can then 

get it returned to the student. 

Shifnal Junior Youth Club 

 

Nothing to do on a Wednesday evening  ....  want to make new friends  .... get out and about in a safe 

environment, then why not give the Shifnal Junior Youth Club a try! 

Held every Wednesday evening at the Trinity Centre, Shifnal 

There are two different groups 

• Shifnal Junior Youth Club - Wednesdays 5.30 - 7.00pm - Open to students in year 6 to year 8 

• Shifnal Senior Youth Club - Wednesday 7.30 - 9.00pm - Open to students year 9+ 



This week - Wednesday 9th October :  

Junior Youth Club - Jewellery Making, Killer Pool & DIY Mini Calzones! 

Senior Youth Club - Resin Crafts, Lets Dance & DIY Mini Calzones! 

Follow this link for more information :https://www.shifnaltowncouncil.gov.uk/council_events/shifnal-

junior-youth-club/ 

Shifnal Junior Youth Club | Shifnal Town Council 

Taekwon-Do Classes 

 

Offering Idsall pupils a 10% discount on monthly fees.  

Classes every Wednesday 6-7pm in the main hall.  

Offering two free trial classes. 

https://www.shifnaltowncouncil.gov.uk/council_events/shifnal-junior-youth-club/
https://www.shifnaltowncouncil.gov.uk/council_events/shifnal-junior-youth-club/
https://www.shifnaltowncouncil.gov.uk/council_events/shifnal-junior-youth-club/


Contact us 
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