


Learning Objectives: Why did the French chop their 

king’s head off?

Tier 3 Vocabulary Definition

Guillotine
A guillotine is an apparatus designed for efficiently carrying out 

executions by beheading. The device consists of a tall, upright 

frame with a weighted and angled blade suspended at the top.

Ancien Regime
The ancien regime was the political and social system of the Kingdom 

of France that the French Revolution overturned.

Estates General
A legislative and consultative assembly of the different classes of 

French subjects.

National 

Assembly

Was a revolutionary assembly of the Kingdom of France formed by the 

representatives of the Third Estate (commoners) of the Estates-

General

Bastille
The Bastille was a fortress in Paris, known formally as the 

Bastille Saint-Antoine

Learning 

sequence

Witches

The Great 

Plague, 1665

The 

Enlightenment

The Scientific 

Revolution

The Great Fire 

of London, 

1666

The Glorious 

Revolution



This lesson’s Golden Thread is:

Power



Videos

•There are videos embedded in this lesson which 
you will need the internet for 

• If you haven’t got access to the internet don’t 
worry, the only question you need the videos for 
is the last question and you can miss that out

•The other videos just give you extra information 



French Society before the Revolution

Question 1 – Which 

of these groups did 

the king need to 

keep happy?

Question 2 – Which 

group is least likely 

to be happy?



What were the King and Queen like?

Question 3 – Why 

might the king and 

queen be unpopular?



Question 4 – The peasants 

of France got poorer by 

what percent?



Question 5 – which group do you 

think paid most taxes?



Question 6





Question 7 – Why 

was 1789 the year 

when the 

revolution started?

Question 8 – Why 

did the King call 

the Estates 

General?



Question 9 – What was the 

National Assembly and what 

oath did they swear?



Question 10 – Why did the 

people choose the Bastille to 

attack?



Question 11 – What does King Louis’s diary entry show about his 

understanding of how bad the situation had become?



Question 12 – What happened to the Governor after the Bastille had 

been stormed, and what did the people do to the building itself?





Question 13 – Why did the people not kill the 

king straight away?



Question 14 – Why did King 

Louis want to go to 

Montmedy? 





Question 15

a)

b)



Question 16 –

How many 

deputies of the 

jury would have 

needed to 

change their 

mind to save 

Louis?



Question 17 – write the events out in 

the correct chronological order



Question 18 – The top two videos are 

of the King’s Execution (don’t worry 

you don’t see anything gory but please 

don’t watch if you think this will upset 

you). The bottom video is of the 

Queen’s execution – what differences 

do you notice?



What happened next?
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