
Al Capone – Hero or 
Zero?







Who was Al Capone?
• Sort the statements about 
Capone’s life into 
chronological order (earliest 
first) by numbering the 
boxes. The first and last 
have been done for you.

• Which four statements are 
the most important? Put a * 
next to them. Be ready to 
give a reason for your 
choice.



Why did some people think he 
was a hero?
• What is a hero like?
• What do these images 
suggest a Hero is like?
• Write a list of 
characteristics a hero 
might have.

• Look at the sources on 
the next pages– why 
might some people like 
Capone?



• Time magazine was one of
America’s best-selling weekly
magazines.

• In March 1930, Capone was
featured on the front cover. He
had become a celebrity.

• When he went out in public he
was cheered, he opened Jazz
clubs, organised expensive parties
and went to the best sporting
events.

• Everyone knew he was a criminal,
but he bribed the police, so he
was never convicted of any
crimes.





Was Capone a Hero or a Zero?
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