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As we come to the end of a busy half term and prepare for the next one, we wanted to share some highlights from the term so far with you below. We would also like to thank  
everyone for their attendance at parents’ evenings; there has been some really useful information sharing and progress to celebrate. Lots of great work has been done by students 
and staff, and after half term, we welcome some additional staffing support to ensure our drive forward. The majority of students have been fantastic and a real credit to us all. 
 
We have had several positive external reviews, useful visits from the regional school commission, other academy trusts and the local authority, all happy and positive about what we 
are doing. We are looking forward to welcoming members of the Ofsted inspection team back to the school as soon as possible. 
 
Next half term will see us concentrate on our expectations, starting with ensuring students are ready and equipped for school. We are expecting everyone to wear the right uniform 
and have the right equipment. We have seen some trainers, hoodies, leggings and excessive make up (including fake eyelashes and eyelash extensions) creep in of late, all of 
which are not allowed. Form tutors and pastoral staff will be tackling this; students are expected to be in the correct uniform and will be removed from lessons and social time whilst 
we work with you to get it right, if needed. Punctuality to lessons will also be a focus; there is no excuse for going to the toilet after the bell or walking the longest way round to get to 
lessons - this is missed valuable learning time. 
 
It is going to be a busy but short half term when we return, but in the meantime, enjoy the half term break. School returns Monday, 27th February at 8.50am for all students. 
 
Thank you for your continued support. 

Michelle King 
Headteacher 

 Reminders & Notices 

News 
 
Visit our website to: 

 View our upcoming events 

 Check our term dates 

 Read the latest news articles 

 
Why not follow us on Facebook or Twitter? 

Upcoming Events 
 
Events at a glance: 

 Mon 20th Feb - Fri 24th Feb: Spring Half Term Break 

 Mon 27th Feb: All students return to school 

 Thu 2nd Mar: Year 8 Parents Evening 

 Tue 7th Mar: Year 11 Mock Exams begin 

 Thu 9th Mar: Key Stage 1 Multi Skills Event 

Over 240,000 merit points have been awarded by staff since  
September. Every single merit point represents a moment where our 
students did something worthy of praise, represented their families and 
the school to the best of their ability, and demonstrated the values we 
hold. This week has marked our Celebration Assemblies where we say 
“Well Done” for those moments, and we would also like to extend a 
thank you to our families and wider school community for their role in 
raising such wonderful people. Our rewards system focuses on three 
elements: the Academic, Extra-Curricular Activity and demonstrating 
the Idsall Values.  Every certificate given out this week has a story 
behind it, where a student has gone the extra mile.  

 
 
 

All merits count towards 
the achievement of the four 

Houses, leading up to the 
award of the House Shield at the 

end of the year.  
 

Some students contribute a massive amount to their 
House, achieving twice the average number of  
merits. Those students have been awarded a House 
Oak, for representing the highest standards of the 
House. Congratulations to them. Two Golden Oaks 
were also awarded, for the highest merit totals in the 
school. Well done to those two Year 9 students. 

 
Over 1000 hours of Session 6 time has 
been logged by Year 11 since September, 
as they strive for success. We have  
rewarded some of our most hard-working 
students this week with some chocolate 
and Amazon vouchers, with a further round 
of rewards to follow once the mock  
examinations are completed. 
 
We would like to congratulate all students 
who have received awards, and also to 
congratulate all those students who do the 
right thing, day in, day out, because they 
want to show the best of themselves. Well 
done! 

FOCUS 
AQA Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) 

An EPQ is the 
chance to 
research a 
topic of your 
choice and 
produce a 
research 
report and  
presentation. 

It is worth half an A Level and shows universities 
you can be self-motivated, self-disciplined and able 
to conduct your own research.  It is also worth 
additional UCAS points. Year 11 students, are you 
applying to Idsall Sixth Form? If you are predicted a 
Grade 7 or above in Maths and English, here is an 
exciting opportunity for you to go alongside your A 
Levels! Ask Mr Mottram if you’d like more  
information, or to find out what current EPQ  
students think! 
 

Rugby Win 
Idsall’s year 7/8 rugby 
team won the East  
Shropshire Rugby  
tournament on Tuesday. 
The boys were fantastic, 
with some outstanding 
rugby skills on show. 
 

eSafety Information 
An informative guide on cyber security and  
resilience in the home can be found on the school  
website. 
 

Music News 
Congratulations to Melanie in Year 11, who passed 
the fiendishly difficult grade 5 Music Theory exam 
with Merit! 
 

Blind Date with a Book 
Picking a book at  
random has 
worked really well 
this week. Jointly 
celebrating  
Valentine’s Day 
and Love  
Libraries Month, 

the LRC has more than tripled weekly book issues. 
Books are due back after half term; please fill in a 
review slip! 
 

Managing stress 
In the build up to Year 11 mocks and final exams,  
students have heard this week about the  
importance of managing stress. The pointers they 
were given are useful for everyone and available on 
the school website. 

Anniversary Celebration 
On Sunday 5th March at 6pm, St. Andrew’s Church 
in Shifnal is hosting a special Songs of Praise 
Service to celebrate the first ever international goal, 
scored 150 years ago by Shifnal man, William 
Kenyon Slaney. Everyone is encouraged to come 
wearing a football top! 
 

Year 11 Netball last tournament 
After being promoted 
earlier in the year, from 
plate to trophy  
competition, the girls 
had a tough challenge 
on their hands facing 
TTS, NPGH and William 
Brookes. The team played some super netball, and 
we collected some great footage for GCSE  
moderation too. This team are amazing, it's been a 
pleasure watching you all grow into fabulous young 
ladies. Keep enjoying your netball! 
 

GO LEAD 
On Thursday, 19  
students in Years 7, 8 
and 9 took part in the 
first session of GO 
LEAD, a course to 
promote and deliver 
sporting activities to 
primary children. The 
leaders had to work 
collaboratively to plan, 
organise and deliver football activities which they 
will then deliver to our local feeder schools during  
afterschool clubs. They will complete the course 
after half term and go out into our local community 
to share a passion for sport and physical activity.  
 

Eco Club Birdwatch Results 
Students have been taking part in BBC Birdwatch 
around the school grounds and our results are 
shown below. They have also been completing the 
RSPB Wild Challenge Bronze and are now working 
towards their Silver Award. Eco Club meets during 
Session 6 on Tuesdays in S8, come along! 
 
 
 

House Shield 

Rewards at Idsall  
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