
Medical Updates 
If your child has a medical condition, please  
ensure that your child’s healthcare plan and  
medication in school are in date and updated as 
required. New medication and plans should be 
brought into reception as soon as possible. To 
request a new healthcare plan please email 
info@idsall.shropshire.sch.uk 

LanguageNut League Tables 
There is a competition running on LanguageNut 
and we are 156th in the World Rankings (about 
2000 schools). Keep up the good work!  

Lost Property 
There is a large amount of lost property being 
found with no identifying labels.  Please make 
sure that uniform, PE kit and personal items are 
clearly marked with your child’s name. 

School Nurse Visit 
If any students would like to see the school nurse, 
she will be in school on Tuesday 31st January 
taking drop-in appointments 
between 12noon and 2pm, 
in the CHAT room. 
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We have been overwhelmed by the number of applications for the posts advertised and have now started the interview rounds. Students have been excellent taking part in lesson 
observations and being part of a student panel that have been interviewing the candidates; we are so proud of their ability to question them about the role and their professional 
approach, feeding back their findings and supporting us to choose the right candidate to join the Idsall team. We have so many fantastically talented students. Next week gets busier 
with more interviews as we add to our team of staff. 

The building works continue and the new roofs and windows are making a real difference to the warmth of the building. The new library area has become a really busy area for 
students to do some additional school work, research a topic and a great meeting place for the chess players; it is buzzing with energy and always full. 

The school council have been busy meeting with the canteen staff suggesting some changes to the menu, coming up with some good healthy alternatives. We will be reviewing the 
menu in light of the student feedback and meetings. 

Year 9 parents evening this week was very busy, students have been considering their option choices for their GCSEs. Whilst year 11 are also busy applying to sixth form, college 
and apprenticeships. The first round of interviews for sixth form started this week.  

The school will be fully open on Wednesday 1st February, we do have a few staff that will be taking part in strike action and some lessons will need to be relocated to the hall or 
library. As previously shared we only have a few teachers in this union and will remain fully open to everyone. 

We are welcoming a visit from the Regional Schools Commission team next week, who will meet with a range of students and staff whilst here, we very much look forward to 
meeting them and showing them around the school. 

Michelle King 
Headteacher 

 Reminders & Notices

News 

Visit our website to: 

 View our upcoming events 

 Check our term dates 

 Read the latest news articles 

Why not follow us on Facebook or Twitter? 

Upcoming Events 

Events at a glance: 

 Thurs 2nd Feb: Key Stage 2 Indoor Athletics Event 

 Mon 7th Feb - Fri 10th Feb: Year 11 Practical Food Exams 

 Thurs 9th Feb: Year 12 Parents Evening 

 Fri 17th Feb: Year 9 Options Deadline 

 Mon 20th Feb - Fri 24th Feb: Spring Half Term Break 

FOCUS 

 

English: Know more, remember more. 

Spotlight on Curriculum: English 

The course so far has focused on texts which critique society and its obsession 
with money throughout history. “A Christmas Carol” explores the redemption of Scrooge, and students are 
beginning their study of “An Inspector Calls”, which explores the harmful consequences of capitalism. 
Students should be able to tell you key quotations, and to explain how they link to the main ideas of the 
texts.  

Y10 

Mock exams are now only 5 weeks away, including the holiday. Students have 17 lessons to revise 
“Romeo and Juliet” and “A Christmas Carol” to answer two 45 minute essay questions. 
To support your child with this, we recommend: 
1. Have a single list of key quotations
2. Ensure they are quizzing the quotations - use flashcards, or black out a word from the quotation to test 

memory 
3. Write basic essay plans for obvious questions - the most useful ones begin with “How does the writer 

present…” and then have a noun that they have already practised, such as love or violence. 

Y11 

Olympic Motivation for Year 12 Sport 
On Wednesday 
Miss Broughton 
had the pleasure 
of taking a group 
of year 12 BTEC 
Sport students to 
Telford  
International 
Centre to listen to a key note speech from Holly 
Bradshaw. Holly is a Bronze Olympic medallist in 
the Pole Vault. She spoke to a group of national 
Lyreco workers alongside our Year 12 students 
about her journey to Olympic success. 

During the speech Holly spoke about her career 
pathway into pole vaulting, resilience through  
injuries and determination to get onto the medal 
podium. She is due to take part in the 2024  
Olympics in Paris and is working hard to ensure 
she is fit and ready to continue her Olympic  
success. Holly also spoke of her frustration  
surrounding social media and inclusion in sport 
and how she is going to be focusing on providing 
more opportunities for young girls to be involved in 
sport as they grow up. 

The year 12 Idsall Sports students were a credit to 
the school and enjoyed listening to this  

motivational speaker 
during their trip. Well 
done those who  
attended; it was a lovely 
event, discussing all 
things sport. 

Marvellous Music 
On Friday, 50 students and staff got dressed up and 
went into Birmingham to see the City of Birmingham 
Symphony Orchestra perform Classic FM’s Hall of 

Fame. Classics from Elgar to Tchaikovsky and solos 
from pianist Jayson Gillham and soprano Elizabeth 

Llewellyn were accompanied by theatrical themes from 
Gladiator and Jurassic Park. A wonderful night was 
had by all and the students exemplary behaviour  

deserved its own standing ovation. 

To support revision of poetry, we are launching a new website shortly with revision 
videos for each poem. A link will be sent to all families of Key Stage 4 students.  
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