
 

Primary Multi-Activity Event 
On Thursday, Idsall School hosted an amazing 
primary multi-activity event for children in Years 3 
and 4. 83 children from five primary schools  
attended the event. In the Sports Hall, Idsall 
Sports Leaders officiated an exciting dodgeball 
tournament, with 36 matches overall. St Andrews 
Primary School finished in both 1st and 2nd  
places, with Albrighton Primary A team coming in 
a close 3rd. In the Old Gym, the Sports Leaders 
ran an inclusive invasion games afternoon,  
helping to develop key skills within a variety of 
sports. 
 
All of the schools had a fantastic time and staff 
again complimented the knowledge and skills of 
our students. Each school left the event feeling 
energised and with a School Games Values  
certificate to reward their hard work. 
 
More than 30 
sports leaders 
helped out at this 
event; it really has 
demonstrated 
what a great team 
we are. If any 
students are inter-
ested in getting involved, please go to P2 on 
Wednesday lunchtimes or the Old Gym after-
school on Thursdays to find out more! 

Dressage Success 
Last weekend, Year 
7 Jess attended her 
first dressage  
competition of the 
year with her  
ponies, Spoon and 
Primrose. It was a 
great day at The 
Cavalier Centre in 
Much Wenlock as 
Jess won 1st on 
Primrose and 2nd on Spoon. Congratulations to 
all three! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Flu Vaccinations 
A reminder that flu vaccines are taking place on 
Wednesday 25th January for years 7 to 9.   
 

Dungeons and Dragons 
A new club for Year 9 and above starts on  
Monday after school.  Organised and run by 
friends in Year 11, come to the LRC to play or 
learn.  A full list of Session 6 activities can be 
found on the school website. 
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Well done to year 13 who have now completed their mock examinations and are back working hard. 
 

There has been lots of media attention over the last week around teachers’ strike action. NEU, one of the biggest teachers’ unions, has balloted and confirmed 4 strike days during 
February and March. All schools have members in this union, and we are working through with these members to coordinate the number the staff we will be missing on these 
planned strike days, and the possible disruption it will cause to lessons. For Idsall, this represents a smaller group as most of our teachers are in one of the other big unions, the 
NASUWT. Therefore, we are intending to remain open to all students although we admit we will need to collapse a few classes to the hall at times throughout the day. We are not 
allowed to direct other teachers to set the work or cover these classes; therefore, there may be some changes to a few lessons during the day where we cover different parts of the 
school’s curriculum in larger groups in the hall, if needed.  
 

On a more exciting note, we have seen over 30 applications for our advertised teacher posts this week, many have been to visit the school and have submitted applications to join 
the Idsall team from Easter. This is great news for Idsall as many schools are facing difficulties recruiting to these posts; we will keep you posted. We will be interviewing in the next 
few weeks. 
 

It’s been a cold and snowy week and we want to congratulate students on their commitment to get to school and behave sensibly in the snow. We are aware of some transport 
issues involving roadworks which will affect some of the pick-up points in Albrighton. We have sent individual messages out to parents who have children on the coaches affected; 
please check your messages especially if your children use the coaches SH1031 and SH1030 from the Albrighton area. 
 

Knowing how important reading is, all of our students have been retested to check their reading ages, and we will be starting our reading programme for a few students from each 
year group who would benefit from some extra reading support. We will be sharing this with you shortly.  
 

We continue to have a highly successful sixth form and offer a range of subjects. Applications for September 2023 are now well under way and we encourage and attract students 
both internally and externally. Our proven track record in sixth form speaks for itself: students wanting to join us has increased massively in the last two years and students have 
continued to achieve very high grades, with an average grade B across all subjects. If would like to discuss sixth form, please speak to Miss Smith who will be delighted to talk about 
the entry requirements and subject choices with you and your child; it is a very successful place to be.  
 

Have a lovely weekend. 
Michelle King 
Headteacher 

 Reminders & Notices 

News 
 
Visit our website to: 

 View our upcoming events 

 Check our term dates 

 Read the latest news articles 
 
Why not follow us on 
Facebook or Twitter? 

Upcoming Events 
 
Events at a glance: 

 Thurs 26th Jan: Year 9 Parents Evening 

 Thurs 2nd Feb: Key Stage 2 Indoor Athletics Event 

 Mon 7th Feb - Fri 10th Feb: Year 11 Practical Food Exams 

 Thurs 9th Feb: Year 12 Parents Evening 

 Fri 17th Feb: Year 9 Options Deadline 

FOCUS The Year 9 RE project this term has been creating 2D and 3D responses to ‘how can people be good and evil at the same time?’  
The responses were amazing, from cakes, to masks, salt dough to pencil sketches. 

 Spotlight on Curriculum: English 

Vocabulary: a big focus 
For each unit, students receive a grid of nine key words. 
These are carefully designed to have maximum impact at 
GCSE: if you ask your child, they should be able to use 
some or all of the words, in context, over the course of 
the term. 

Helping your child: words are the key to English. The 
most powerful way to support long-term learning in  
English is reading non-fiction, watching documentaries, 
talking about science or the news, and sharing the 
knowledge of the world that you have with your child, so 
that they experience a wider range of concepts and 
vocabulary. 

This term focuses on changing the world 
through writing - students are reading “I am 
Malala”, and exploring how non-fiction writing 
spreads ideas. 

Y7 
“Long Way Down” is a modern poetry  
novel, for students to explore the structure and 
control of poetry. “Animal Farm” is a classic text, 
looking at ideas of power and control. 

Y8 
Year 9 are exploring two units: one on writing short stories, with a wide range of images and stories to 
inspire them. Please ask them about their best pieces - some of them are already excellent, with more to 
follow. The second unit explores “The Woman in Black”, with a focus on the Gothic genre, and how the 
classic ghost story creates its impact. 

Y9 

English: know more, remember more.  
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