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Idsall’s Penny successful
in World Final in Las
Vegas

Olympic archery hopeful Penny, Year 12, has won the Indoor World Series Final in
Las Vegas, beating off stiff competition from several Olympians from all over the
world.
She said, “I’m so excited and happy, I never thought this would happen. I was so
nervous. It’s my first gold medal match as a senior. This win means so much. I’m
lost for words.”
To qualify, Penny placed in the top 16 at the Nimes Archery Tournament and Vegas
Shoot. She saw off Britain’s Bryony Pitman, the Netherland’s Laura van der Winkel
and Colombia’s Ana Maria Rendon. Penny then won the final against USA’s Casey
Kaufhold with a 7-3 feat of skill.

Stop the press!
An amazing £539.04 has been raised by Idsall students to support Shropshire’s response to the Humanitarian Crisis in Ukraine.
On Friday 25th March students were invited to
wear a blue and/or yellow top and donate £1.00
towards the Disaster Emergency Committee
Ukraine Humanitarian Appeal. Students were also
given the opportunity to participate in Key Stage
competitions organised by the Sixth Form Senior Student Team in the week following.
Key Stage 3 students were given the opportunity to guess the number of sweets in a
sweet jar. Congratulations to the winner of this competition, Thomas, who was given
the jar sweets as his prize!
At Key Stage 4, students were challenged with a celebrity random fact quiz. Congratulations to the winning tutor group, 10LHL.
Finally, Key Stage 5 students were quizzed on how well they knew their teachers by
being asked to identify them from their baby photos! Congratulations to our winners
Jenny, Jack and Freya.
Thank you to everyone who donated.
Cameron, Head Student

Yippee for RE!
Mrs. Calvert has set Year 7s a challenge: to create DIY
religious artefacts. Some students, Mrs. Calvert and the
Librarian created the following display for inspiration by
showing what pupils from other schools have made.

World Book Day
WBD vouchers were handed out, free books were swapped for vouchers, and lots of
games took place in the library.
One of the games was to Guess The Titles of the Books in The Box.
The first two students to work out the answers were Poppy and Aurora (with a little
help from Alicia) for which they won a
book each.
Can you work out the answers?

DELANCEY CHESS TOURNAMENT
We have over 40 students taking part in this
year’s chess tournament, in the library. We have
two sessions, KS3 and KS4.
There are lots of ferocious battles, lots of friendships being made or scowled at and lots of good
quality chess being played.
The successful players will be invited to take
part in the National Mega-Finals.

LICHESS CHESS
A few of Idsall’s Chess Club members have been taking part in
the NSCC UQ School Battles. Most of the schools that take part
are independent schools that have chess tutors.
We came third in the latest bout, which is our highest standing
ever; we played without the full quota of players because one
of our team had other commitments.
Let’s hope when the next School Battles start, we’ll do even
better.
All our players came in the top 10 competitors with Dan coming in second.

MFL poetry recitation
At the start of 2022, Mrs Bason organised MFL poetry workshops for students looking to take on a new challenge in learning a foreign language. Key Stage 3 students
looked at a variety of poems and eventually selected one that “spoke to them”. This
made the hard work of memorising the poem off by heart that little bit easier.
The students’ determination was evident as they spent weeks learning the verses
and practising the way in which they would deliver the poem to an audience.
In March, Mr Spencer and Mr Dangerfield had the pleasure of judging the poetry recitations. The students’ enjoyment and appreciation of literature really shone
through. Videos of their recitations have been entered in the global Poésíæ competition.
Here one student talks about her experience:
My name is Ruby and I am in Year 7. I study French at school but I chose a German
poem called “Der Panther” by Rainer Marina Rilke. I chose this one as it was very
thought-provoking. “Der Panther” highlights the cruelty of zoos and animal exhibitions in the early 1900s. The poem shows the panther’s thoughts and feelings
through words. At the start I felt really nervous but I felt better once I started to
learn a verse at a time. After learning the poem I had to recite the poem with other
students who chose different poems. Learning a poem will take time but learning a
poem in a different language will take even more time. I really enjoyed it and I think
MFL poetry is a fun thing to do. Despite feeling nervous before the recital, it felt
amazing and I was proud of myself. Get involved next year. You will meet great
people, trust me!

THE ROYAL SOCIETY YOUNG
PEOPLE’S BOOK AWARD
The Young People's Book Prize aims to promote literacy in young people and to inspire them to read about science. It also supports the writing of excellent, accessible
STEM books for under-14s. The Prize is unique in that the winner is selected by
judging panels made up of young people at schools across the country from a
shortlist curated by an adult judging panel.
The shortlist was selected by an adult judging panel, chaired by volcano scientist
Katharine Cashman FRS, and featuring BBC broadcaster Gabby Logan, awardwinning author Sharna Jackson, teacher Robin James and chemist Andy Jupp.
Then it was over to the scrutinising eyes of over 11,500 young judges, drawn from
537 schools, science centres, and community groups from across the UK, to read
and declare their champion. The winner was announced at an award ceremony in
March 2022.
Idsall School reviewers chose ‘I am a portal to the
universe’; this book is such a good read but I’m not
going to tell you anything more about it because I
want to find out for yourselves.
The book that won the YPBP was….
Yes, ‘I am a portal to the universe’ won!
Thank you to the pupils who took part, you were fab
reviewers and ace video makers.
Leon, Fin, Ollie, Maksims, Brodie, Gracie, Keira, Millie,
Phoebe, Ellie-May (fab video maker!) and Emily.

HARRY POTTER NIGHT
Every year, we celebrate the Harry Potter books by holding a party in the library.
This year, there were magical potions, owls flying*, the photo booth, a specialized
broomstick, bubbles, spells, a real, live hamster* that can sing and fish etc. and lots
of games such as a ‘Hunt the word.’ If you have never read any Harry Potter, you
should give it a try. **

*No animals were
harmed, not even a
unicorn or a fish.
**Up until The
Prisoner of Azkaban
(the best one, IMO),
after this they forgot
to edit the books.

On Thursday 3rd of February students
were invited to join in for Harry Potter Night in the Library at Idsall
School during session 6. This Harry
Potter Night is an annual event that
happens every year—however it was
very special this time around because, not only did students not have
the opportunity to attend last year
due to the COVID-19 pandemic, but
also because this year celebrates the
25 years since the release of the first
Harry Potter book, Harry Potter and
the Philosopher’s Stone.
This year’s Harry Potter Night attracted many students who have recently started to
enjoy not only the Harry Potter books but also film adaptations; however, they weren’t the only ones who came along to be part of the fun! This event attracted Idsall’s
very own Ms King, Mr Thomas and Miss Cork who took part in not only a Harry Potter
sorting hat quiz (which sorted each person into the house that matched their personalities the most), but also a wide range of games which included a treasure hunt!
Students were also given the opportunity to have their photo taken at the end of the
event if they wished so that they were able to remember the magic until next year
when they can take part in it all over again!
A special thanks to Mrs Hazlehurst who goes out of her way every year in order to
bring the magic alive to keep Harry Potter’s legacy bright within Idsall School!
By Briony, Y13

Year 7 & 8 Netball Squads
We have had a brilliant turn out for Year 7 and 8 Netball Session 6 this year and the
pupils have shown great commitment.
Through weekly training and
friendly fixtures against
Perton, Codsall Middle and
Abraham Darby schools, the
pupils have made brilliant
progress with their netball.
Well done Year 7s and 8s we look forward to next
season’s netball in September!
Rounders Session 6 will be
starting on Tuesdays after
Easter and we can’t wait for
the rounders tournaments
to begin! Please come along
to have the opportunity to
train and play!

The Library
Sometimes, we would appreciate a break, time out from all the cacophonous bedlam…somewhere to escape. Here’s a few of our newest additions:

Over the last few months, our pupils have read some cracking books. Here are the
most popular:

Please remember that Public Libraries are open (except Sundays and Bank Holidays)
and that you can access e-books/audiobooks also for free via the Telford and Wrekin
digital library website, Shropshire’s e-library, and Staffordshire’s e-library.
Have a lovely Easter and break!

Mrs. Hazlehurst
PS I’m reading ‘State of Terror’ by Louise Penny and Hillary Someone or other
(Clinton? I completely missed that) and it’s the best action/thriller book that I’ve
read in a long time.
I’m listening to Stuart MacBride’s ‘Coffin Maker’s Garden’ which is so fab. I’ve read 3
times. A murder mystery story set in Scotland.

Coming Soon—New Parent App – EduLink One
EduLink One will eventually allow you to gather up-to-date information about your
child’s school life, including timetable, attendance, achievement, reports and a range
of other information. EduLink will also allow the school to communicate and send
messages with parents or carers via email or text. The system will be rolled out
gradually after Easter keep an eye out for an email with info and login details from
noreply@idsall.shropshire.sch.uk

Take Me Home, Country Roads.
Drive My Car. Route 66.
Little Deuce Coupe.
The great expanse of roads stretching from home to away to locations of your
dreams have long fascinated songwriters yearning for a handy metaphor or a way to
explain the allure of escape for millions across the world.
Learning to drive is a key part of growing into adulthood, yet as the recent Road
Safety presentation taught the Sixth Form students, young drivers are unfortunately
most at risk of accidents on the road.
Looking at plain statistics, it was revealing how for those new to driving, the act can
both be more dangerous to themselves, friends in the car, and for those unlucky
enough to be on the road with them.
In 2019 - the last year of normalcy for people and roads alike - 248 young drivers
aged 17-24 had fatal injuries, while 26,988 young people had injuries which were
not life-threatening.
These numbers may be decreased from those in 2018, but each one of these cases
represents a family and a young life lost needlessly.
In this aspect, then hearing the stories of Joe, Dan, Emma, and Molly enlightened
those watching to the different perspectives of a car accident, how errors could have
been avoided and how the scars, both physical and mental, have left their mark on
everybody involved.
For Joe, Dan and Emma, and for Molly, the conditions that preceded their drive were
of typical nature for young drivers their age - the social pressures of a night out,
and the anxieties of an exam the morning after, especially English Literature.
The tragedy of their stories are thus most obvious in their relatability; their errors
may be seen as ones of a lack of common sense, but for a teenage brain driving a
car with stresses that debilitate their awareness of the road, mistakes can too easily
be made.
While Molly tragically loses her life, it is the lost friendship between the other three
that is most striking on film - the retelling of the same drunken night wipes off villainizing any character and more understanding how for young people, the intricacies of teenage life when met with the dangers of the road have complications both
small - 1 person dead out of 248 across a year, and monumental for those around
the event.
Driving should not be avoided just because of its likely dangers, nor should it be
taken without adequate care - the beauty of simple moments as you grow up, of the
joy of riding in the car. (see the ‘I feel infinite’ scene in ‘The Perks Of Being A Wallflower’)
To drive well is to drive safely and with awareness of the dangers that are present,
and with this hour session, the students of year 12 and 13 have gained more insight
into road safety if they choose to learn - something that will help prevent a needless
loss of life.
By Matthew J
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Life Coaching
It can be easy for teens to lose their sense of who they are and where they are
heading into periods of transition and high pressure, such as exams and leaving
school or college. Losing sight of the path ahead or trying to find the path that is
right for them can be tough, making everyday problems seem even bigger and more
taxing.
A life coach can help young people discover what is most important to them, what
they really want to do, and where they want to go in life. They can also help with the
stresses associated with exams and put strategies and coping mechanisms in place
to help them through the exam period. With their help and guidance, teens and
young adults can feel more prepared, can develop beneficial life skills and discover
coping mechanisms that can work for them when any challenges arise in the future.

It is important to note that a Life
Coach is NOT the same as a Counsellor and are they two completely different professionals available to help
your teen. A Counsellor is someone
who can assist with more deep-routed
and intense health/medical problems,
and they are generally there to unpick
the past and explore feelings and
emotions that have impacted the individual to get to the point in life that
they are at. A Life Coach is a professional who can assist with day-to-day
life and help to overcome present and
future issues that may prevent someone from achieving their goals and aspirations.
It’s important to discuss the idea of
using a life coach with your teen before getting started, to discover if they
would be happy and willing to talk
with someone, and that they understand what a life coach is and how
they can help. Try to find someone
you are both happy, comfortable and
confident of speaking with, as this can
help build a better rapport between
the professional and young person.

Thank you! We raised

…a

grand
total of £207.42p for Comic Relief with our Sixth Form led
bake sale. This is obviously well over our target of £50 and
is a credit to our fantastic bakers and Senior Student
Team.
Thank you to all of you who supported, donated, and of
course ate cake!

TO ALL PARENTS/CARERS
Reminder of student attendance/appointment procedures
In order for us to manage the safeguarding of our students during the school day,
please can we remind all parents and carers of the procedures to follow:
What do I do if my child is unwell?
Please ensure you phone the school attendance office or email first thing in the
morning to notify us of your child’s absence and the reason. Please continue to contact school daily for the remainder of your child’s absence. The contacts are 01952
468400 or info@idsall.shropshire.sch.uk
Student medical/dental appointments during the day

Please can we ask that the following procedure is followed if you need to collect your
child for a medical/dental appointment during the school day:
Inform the School office by telephone 01952 468400 or email
info@idsall.shropshire.sch.uk of the date and time of the appointment.
1. On the day of the appointment, please give your child a note to show their teacher, which clearly states the time that you will collect your child from reception for
the appointment. This will excuse them from the class and then must be handed into
attendance as your child signs out.
2. It is the responsibility of your child to come to reception at the time agreed with
you.
In the case where appointments have to be made on the day, please contact school
so we can advise the teacher the child has permission to leave their class.

In the case of any other absences, please complete a pupil leave of absence form
and your child should hand this into Mrs Davies, the Head’s PA, or email it into
info@idsall.shropshire.sch.uk.
We thank you for your assistance.

Biology Olympiad Gold
Medal Winner
Luke, Year 13 and keen Biologist, won a GOLD award in
the British Biology Olympiad 2022. The competition is an
advanced problem solving competition for A-Level
students and is the entry point for the International
Biology Olympiad.
Luke was one of only 5% of participants who achieved
the top award out of more than 10,000 students. An
outstanding achievement – well done Luke!
The Biology Challenge for Year 9s and 10s and the
Intermediate Biology Olympiad for Year 12s are coming
up – please see Mrs Mehra if you are interested in taking
part!

Year 9 House Football
It has been great to get back into competitive sport this year and the house fixtures
have been back up and running. Girls’ football has been fantastic this year and we
ended the block of work with a closely fought House competition. The girls have
made loads of progress and played with tons of heart and soul. Well done!
Winners of the Year 9 Girls House Football:
9A: Ragleth

9L: Caradoc

Netballers’ Triumphant End to Five
Year Career
The Year 11 Netballers started the year in September playing in the TWSA Plate
tournament. They won this comfortably winning all their games. They finished first
out of six schools. This win then meant they were promoted to the Trophy Competition at the end of the year.
The TWSA Trophy
competition took place at
Charlton on 31st March on a
freezing evening. Moving up
to the Trophy competition
proved to be a challenge but
the girls played well throughout and had loads of
fun. They finished in fourth
position but did themselves
and Idsall proud.
Well done Year 11, you have
been a pleasure to work with
over the last five years.

Pop Up Youth Space
FREE FOOD Games & Activities
for young people (11+)
Wheatfield Drive Recreation Ground
Wednesday 20th April
1pm till 3pm

Come along and meet your youth workers
Tom, Alex, Ian and Jane
Call Ian for more info: 07815 483211

BHIVA Scholarship Award for Year
13 for Exceptional EPQ
I have been completing an extra ALevel (Extended Project Qualification)
which requires a research project to be
designed, carried out and reported. My
research explored the general
population’s understanding of HIV and
their attitudes towards those living
with HIV. This involved a survey of
166 people and in-depth interviews
with nine others.

My research shows how most participants don’t understand what HIV is or how it can
be transmitted. I have also shown how, because of these myths and
misunderstandings, people would choose to ignore, avoid and exclude those living
with the virus from both social and employment situations, and this is so unfair. By
taking effective medicines, people living with HIV cannot pass on the virus
even through sexual contact, yet most people are unaware of how advanced
HIV treatment is.
I was encouraged to submit my EPQ research results to the British HIV Association
and I have now been invited to present at their conference in Manchester this April.
I have also been awarded a BHIVA Science Scholarship that covers my registration
fees (£245), travel (up to £100) and up to 3 nights accommodation.

I was keen to do the EPQ because research methods is a key part of a Psychology
degree which I hope to start in September. I wanted the experience of learning to
apply the skills I have studied in theory in my Psychology A-Level classes.
I chose studying HIV stigma because I was inspired by the
BBC iPlayer documentary about Welsh Rugby star Gareth
Thomas and the difficulties he has experienced since his
diagnosis. He has experienced so much stigma and I
wanted to understand people’s views.
The conference is both an exciting and daunting prospect.
I worked really hard on my project and I thought my work
was worth sharing. I’m very proud that BHIVA thought so
too.

I hope my research helps shine a light on HIV. By doing
this I have been able to educate myself and also many
others as part of the project.
For more information, https://tacklehiv.org/
Katie, Year 13

Netball News
The Year 7 netballers have had a wonderful
year so far with loads of wins under their
belts and a few tournaments still to play.
The girls took part in the U12 County Netball
Tournament at Wrekin College at the beginning of March and performed brilliantly. After
a slow start the girls dug deep and showed
real resilience winning all the later games to
take them into the Plate semi-final vs.
Shrewsbury High School. They won this
game in extra time, 2-1, putting them into
the Plate final vs. Wrekin College. Sadly,
they lost the final game 1-3 but put in a great performance. Well done, we are super
proud of you all.
The Year 9 Netballers have been so
dedicated to training this year. They
turn up every Thursday and are
working hard to improve. In March
they took part in the TWSA Tournament at HLC. Unfortunately, we had
several injuries, but the squad pulled
together and all players stepped up
to the challenge by being flexible and
playing in a range of positions. The
team finished in a solid third place.
They have worked so hard and
played some of their best netball all
year. Well done Year 9, the training
is paying off.
The Year 10 team have had a tremendous season, the core of the team train regularly at school with Mrs Dillon and Mrs Dunn on Thursday session 6 and the majority
are Netball players for clubs outside of
school, which contributes to their success
and attitude.
The girls have played in the TWSA Tournament at Abraham Darby school and
won the plate convincingly winning every
game. Most recently they also played the
county tournament at HLC, again winning
the plate! They are a brilliant team of
girls and all individually amazing sports
people with characters that should be
celebrated as role models for the younger
pupils.
Well done!

In the TWSA tournament this month, the
Year 8 netball team played against four
schools and won two and drew two, meaning they finished second overall which was
amazing.
The girls - who regularly attend session 6
and three play for teams outside of school managed to draw against the overall winners so this was a fantastic result.
They should be very proud of themselves –
we are!

Eco Club
Become part of our team of passionate environmentalists, sustainability
advocates and nature lovers by becoming a member of Eco Club, which runs
every Tuesday in S8 between 3:00-4:00pm.
Our mission as a group, is to increase the
biodiversity within Idsall to aid in the combat against climate change through making
our school more environmentally friendly.
By rewilding the school, we will be playing
our part in safeguarding our planet for the
future.
Become green fingered by planting trees
and flowers around the school, and feel the
achievement of growing your own fruit and
veg. Create new habitats for the precious
animals who call our school their home from
the tiny bugs to the adorable hedgehogs.
Venture into the woods to learn about the
different types of fungi and explore the
wonders of nature.
NEW! We are now partnering with the Shropshire Wildlife Trust as part of their
Next-door Nature initiative. They will be leading talks, workshops and trips to their
nature reserves, for us all to
have a better understanding on
how we can help our planet together. Pictured are Eco club
with Shropshire Wildlife’s Beth
&
Laurence.
Run by Mrs Mehra, Cameron
(Year 12), Ellie (Year 12) , and
the rest of the Science Department.
Feel free to come along to the
Tuesday sessions.

Mr Bell’s Moment of Fame
In June 2021 Mr Bell was interviewed by The Youth Sport Trust (YST) to explain
what we offer our girls in relation to football. The YST were that impressed that they
wanted to use Idsall school as a case study for other schools to follow.
A film crew came out in September 2021 to interview Mr Bell, Ms King and some of
our female footballers - they also filmed our girls in action. This case study has been
published and is now on the YST website for other schools who are looking to
promote girls’ football. Mr Bell is extremely proud of our the female footballers, who
show outstanding commitment, teamwork and the drive to be the best they can be.

Ellie, Year 12, writes:
Earlier this month I launched the Big Think with students in Years 7-11. The Big
Think is something that I took great pleasure in entering when I was at Burton
Borough School, and I have decided to launch the initiative here.
It aims to challenge those from 11 to 18 years with debates and ideas that go
beyond what is covered in the classroom. Big questions tackle complex ideas across
a wide range of subjects and reflect the kind of critical thinking you may undertake
at university.
My goal is to raise aspirations, promote broader thinking and inspire intellectual curiosity. I want to help everyone in the school to be suitably challenged beyond the requirements of GCSE and to be offered opportunities to develop a wide range of skills
and explore a variety of interests. I think of the process of writing a position paper
for the Big Think as a learning journey, and the skills you gain throughout the process are invaluable.
Getting involved with the Big Think prepares you for:
○ The Extended Project Qualification and Sixth Form life
○ Essay writing
○ Exploring issues in a greater depth
○ Debate
○ Critical thinking and analysis
○ Conducting research

Also, by taking part in the Big Think you are showing that you are a curious, critical
thinker and can explore more deeply topics that interest you.
So, the current question for the Big Think is, would you rather be free or safe? As
this question is quite philosophical you are free to explore the issue from any angle
you wish.
How can you get involved? Well, over Easter half-term and in your English lessons
you will be given some time to write your very own position paper and submit it. To
submit your brilliant essay about whether you would rather be free or safe, please
email me by the 29th April. The winning students who produce the best position paper will win an invitation to the Philosophers' Tea Party to discuss your paper with
other students. If your paper is the best in your year group, you will win a fabulous
prize as well.
Remember that everyone is welcome to enter the competition because we want to
hear a wide range of perspectives on this big question.

Liverpool
Galleries Trip

Product Design Progress
Year 9 Product Design students have been making use of
our newly serviced pewter casting stations in Design and
Technology to experience working with metals.

Idsall School
Coppice Green Lane
Shifnal
Shropshire
TF11 8PD

They first created their own
designs using Computer Aided
Design (CAD), and had their
moulds cut using our Computerised Numerical Control (CNC)
Milling machine. Students used
the ‘addition’ process of casting,
to produce their designs in
pewter. They then learnt a range
of ‘wastage’ techniques, including filing and sanding by hand.
Students improved their quality
of finish using the polishing
wheels.
It has been great to see such
hard work and determination!
Mrs Lowndes

Have a happy, healthy and restful
Easter break… See you in the
Summer Term!

