
English Language

Students have two papers.
Both have a reading and writing section 
(equally weighted.
Paper 1 is fiction – one extract of 20th

Century Fiction.  The writing section is 
‘describe’ or ‘narrate’.
Paper 2 is non-fiction – two non-fiction 
articles… one will be from the 19th Century. 
The writing section is writing from a 
viewpoint.



Vocabulary

Academic word list

Google: academic word list vocabulary

The New General Service List

http://www.newgeneralservicelist.org/

Quizlet

http://www.newgeneralservicelist.org/


The Reading - Tips

1. Read an article and ask them to explain 
the content to you. Don’t shy away 
from challenging content.

2. Practise active reading. (Students need 
to understand how to 
highlight/underline with a purpose in 
mind.)



The life of an isolated tribe in the Amazon jungle has been documented by a 

crew flying overhead in a helicopter. The pictures show in vivid detail gardens 

for maize, sweet potato, pumpkins, bananas and peanuts. Cotton is also 

grown: the men in the photos have cotton waistbands and some have 

headdresses.

The Brazilian Indian affairs department has evidence of 29 un-contacted 

tribes (peoples who have no contact with the outside world) in the Amazon 

but believes that there could be up to 70. One theory is that tribes like this 

moved nearer to the head of the Amazon river 100 years ago to escape a 

rubber production boom that enslaved many Indians.

The tribe of 3,000 to 4,000 near Brazil’s border with Peru are hunter-

gatherers. The men, their bodies decorated with red dye, are armed with 

bows and arrows.
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Explain what you learn about the 
Amazon tribe.



Explain what you learn about the 

Amazon tribe.
The life of an isolated tribe in the Amazon jungle has been documented by a 

crew flying overhead in a helicopter. The pictures show in vivid detail gardens 

for maize, sweet potato, pumpkins, bananas and peanuts. Cotton is also 

grown: the men in the photos have cotton waistbands and some have 

headdresses.

The Brazilian Indian affairs department has evidence of 29 un-contacted 

tribes (peoples who have no contact with the outside world) in the Amazon 

but believes that there could be up to 70. One theory is that tribes like this 

moved nearer to the head of the Amazon river 100 years ago to escape a 

rubber production boom that enslaved many Indians.

The tribe of 3,000 to 4,000 near Brazil’s border with Peru are hunter-

gatherers. The men, their bodies decorated with red dye, are armed with 

bows and arrows.
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The Reading - Tips

1. Read an article and ask them to explain 
the content to you. Don’t shy away from 
challenging content.

2. Practise active reading. (Students need to 
understand how to highlight/underline 
with a purpose in mind.)

3. Know the question focuses: encourage 
them to make flashcards with the 
Assessment Objectives for each question, 
key words, timings, etc.



Writing - Tips

1. In any piece of writing, write it like an 
English examination. Every exam. now has 
marks available for Spelling, Punctuation 
and Grammar.

2. FLAP at the writing questions – it needs to 
be fit the brief.

3. The basics matter. SPG alone is worth 1/3 
of the marks for the writing section. 

4. Read for writing – opinion pieces in 
newspapers are particularly helpful.



Websites – The Guardian



Websites – The Daily Mirror



Literature

Two Papers – no texts in the examination.

Paper 1 – ‘A Christmas Carol’ and ‘Romeo 
and Juliet’.  Both will have a short extract 
printed but students will then have to 
explore the rest of the play.

Paper 2 – ‘An Inspector Calls’; the 
Anthology Poetry (comparison); Unseen 
Poetry.



Literature - Tips

- Students need to know key moments and 
themes across the whole of the texts – so 
keep re-reading, watching quality film 
versions, listen on MP3.
- Make a bank of quotations for each text 
– try to find ‘Swiss Army Knife’ 
quotations: ones that cover a few 
themes/characters.  Use visual stimuli –
colours, pictures…  

https://www.google.co.uk/url?q=https://www.msc.org/cook-eat-enjoy/fish-to-eat/oyster&sa=U&ved=0ahUKEwjLm6-y5OPPAhVWOMAKHVTiBr4QwW4IJTAI&usg=AFQjCNGH6wZpMV7QnhQKhY3VqCS-CKk4AQ


Websites

BBC Bitesize
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