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Christmas Jumper Day 2021 in aid
of Save the Children raises £630.10

Site News
As we come to the end of yet another busy year around the site, we have achieved
record amounts this year. Those of you who have visited the site since September
will have noticed a range of new facilities and improvements to the school.
The reception area, the first port of
call for visitors, has been completely
revamped.

We have replaced all of
the aging paved areas
with asphalt to provide
safe, non-trip pathways
and social areas. In
addition to this we have
installed covered areas to
the outside spaces so that
students have access to
fresh air whilst not being
exposed to the elements.

We have renewed all our artificial sports pitches
with the latest, state-of-the-art surfacing which
has dramatically improved the options for sports
facilities for students and the wider community
who use the site after school hours and
weekends.

Our main hall renovation,
which began in October
2020, is now complete. This
has achieved a multi-purpose
space and increased the capacity of the dining hall.

The last of the main boiler houses has now been
replaced with new heating boilers for the school
to become even more environmentally friendly
and energy efficient than previously.

We have received the first of our replacement
fleet of minibuses as part of our four year rolling
programme of renewal. These buses are, again,
fully equipped for wheelchair access.

Mufti Day For Charities
This term’s non-uniform day is in aid of two charities which are close to the hearts of
two of our students. Year 13 student Laura asked for fund-raising for local Shifnal
and Albrighton charity Live At Home, while Year 10 student Jess asked to support a
national appeal www,helpjoseph.co.uk. Donations raised by Idsall’s non-uniform day
will be split equally between these two very worthy charities.
Our first charity is MHA Live at Home, a local charity
based in Shifnal. This charity helps to enable older
people to continue living independently in their own
homes for as long as possible, with the best possible
quality of life. Through befriending lunch clubs, assisted shopping, activity and friendship sessions, outings, escorts to appointments and much more, MHA
communities across the UK try to tackle loneliness
and isolation affecting people over 55, helping them
to lead fulfilled lives and remain an active member in
their local communities.
My name is Laura and I am a sixth former here at Idsall School. I first heard of this
charity back in Year 10, where I was assigned by a career’s adviser for my work experience. Back then, I didn’t realise all the wonderful things this charity does to help
the older individuals of this local community. I was lucky enough to spend two
weeks there, where I escorted members to and from lunch clubs, helped serve and
cater to their needs and gave them someone
to talk to when they didn’t have anyone. I
befriended a lot of people during those two
weeks, enjoying little catch-up conversations
whenever I could on Tuesday and Thursday
lunches. Manager Rachel Powell works hard
to dedicate her time to planning events and
activities to help keep all members active.
I enjoyed my time there during my work experience so much, that I took two weeks out of my summer holiday to further help
them, which I continue to do now. I have done a bake sale to raise money for this
wonderful charity and now this year, I am delighted to be helping them to raise
money again with this non-uniform day.

Covid-19 has affected daily life
across the globe over the past
two and a half years and the
challenges it poses can be particularly difficult for people with
cancer and their loved ones.
Many people with cancer are battling through these Covid times.
Those with low immune systems
and risks of cancer are in serious
danger of contracting Covid-19.
Joseph is a young boy who is
suffering with cancer daily and is
at higher risk of getting Covid19.
Joseph is a kind, loving boy who loves superheroes—especially Spiderman, Batman
and the Hulk.
Joseph has just turned three years old and has spent many months in hospital undergoing treatment for stage 4 neuroblastoma cancer, an aggressive young childhood cancer that has a 40-50% chance of survival.
Joseph’s family are fundraising for further treatment and are hoping to get their son
into remission and try to keep the cancer away. This could cost hundreds of thousands of pounds.
At the age of two Joseph was a happy energetic boy who had no sign of illness. Not
long after his third birthday, Joseph began to refuse food and energy levels dropped.
He was referred for tests and he was diagnosed with high-risk neuroblastoma. He
was transferred to Cardiff hospital where a bone-marrow biopsy and scans revealed
his cancer had spread to his brain and bone marrow.
Joseph’s mum, Katy, said, “Finding out Joseph’s diagnosis was the hardest day of our
lives. Hearing that your child has an aggressive cancer with a poor survival rate is
a feeling that cannot be described and a
feeling that I wish no other family must endure...the odds of him getting neuroblastoma was harder than winning the lottery.
Why did this happen to our sweet and
beautiful little boy?”
Joseph’s frontline treatment finishes in
June 2022 and his end of treatment scans
will confirm whether he is in remission. High-risk neuroblastoma has a 50%
chance of relapse, the treatment for which
is particularly challenging and survival
rates drop to a horrific 5%.
There are many ways in which you could
help fundraise money for Joseph. Anything
you do raise helps this little boy and I hope
you can help!
Jess

Year 8 and 9 DT club have been using workshop tools, and CADCAM software, to
create some great quality work in Session 6.
After the break they will be continuing to explore a range of tools and techniques in
Product Design, and develop practical outcomes linked to their own interests.

Sixth Form Bake Off
On Tuesday 19th October the Idsall Bake Off organised by Mrs McMahon took place in aid of
Svern Hospice. Sixth Formers made some incredibly creative and equally tasty cakes, biscuits and
bread in the theme of Idsall School.
Sixteen entrants waited anxiously as their bakes
were judged by Paul Hollywood (Mr Thomas),
Prue Leith (Ms King), Matt Lucas (Mr Mottram)
and Noel Fielding (Mrs Case). The judges found it
a real challenge to decide who the Star Baker
was, so it was put to the vote.

WINNER: Chloe for her chocolate cake in the
shape of the Idsall Oak.
RUNNERS UP: Tom & Arron for their artisan
bread with chilli dip; James for his chocolate
cake with Idsall them.
Prizes included a Star Baker apron for Chloe and
wooden spoon trophies for the runners up
(made by Mrs McMahon).
Thank you to everyone who baked, supported
and donated to the event—together we raised
£100 for Severn Hospice.
Ellie

Idsall Sporting Stars

Name: Cayden
Year: 12

Sport: Water Polo
Level: International
Teams: England, Boldmere, Coventry, West Midlands,
Birmingham, Wellington
Tournaments and details: U17 EU Nations Tournament
(Czech Republic)
Trial Process:
It started off with at least fifty players selected by their region to be brought up to
The National Academy Programme, where we were tested for the following areas:
fitness, strength, swimming, gameplay, and tactics.
After several selection weekends, 28 players were selected to train at Millfield School
for four days, where we were informed that the EU Nations was going ahead. Soon
after, it came down to the team where I was selected to play on position 4 and 5 (on
the left side). To prepare for the tournament we played multiple matches against the
Senior Women’s GB team and the Rotherham Men’s team followed by a lot of training at my home clubs as well.
EU Nations tournament:
We arrived in Czech Republic (Brno) two days before the tournament, this gave us
time to focus on tactics and train before playing. All the teams were in one international hotel which was right next to the pool. This gave us the opportunity to make
new friends with all the different teams before the tournament and even create new
contacts for future camps abroad.
On the first day of the tournament, we came into the pool very committed, as we
lined up on the side of the pool to sing the national anthem. Our first game, we
played Slovakia where I was in the starting 7. We positively lost 15-10 with me scoring my debut goal, it was a tough game. Our next game was later that night against
Austria, where I was in the starting 7 again. We lost 16-11 but it was very close
around the 3rd quarter.
The next day we played Lithuania
losing to them to bring England
4th in our group, because of this
we played Switzerland to see if
we play for 5th and 6th or 7th and
8th. We lost to theor team 22-7
bringing us to play against Scotland where we won 18-9 to finish
7th in the tournament.
It was a big learning curve as it
was an age group above and we
hope to bring the team back in
April next year.

The Young Editor’s Club have edited
their first book!
Over the past three sessions, the Young Editor’s Club have been reading an unpublished
novel, “The Boy with Wings” by Sir Lenny
Henry. Our club has had the unique
opportunity of reading and providing feedback
on the story so that the book can be edited
before its release.
We’ve really enjoyed our sneak peek at this
story which Sir Lenny wrote because he felt
that his daughter was unrepresented in
children’s books. The story of Tunde, an
average twelve-year-old facing school bullies
and hanging out with his ragtag group of
friends, captured our attention as his life is
turned upside down when, in the middle of a
football match, Tunde leaps for the ball and
stays in the air - on an enormous pair of
wings! Everything Tunde knows is about to
change. Under the guidance of a mysterious
visitor known as The Seeker, he discovers
new-found powers, a secret past, and some
seriously powerful people who are determined
to keep that past buried, whatever the cost.
This out-of-this-world adventure brings Tunde
face-to-face with his destiny, and we certainly
enjoyed our glimpse at his journey. We
chatted about our thoughts on the front cover,
the illustrations, the font, and the story itself,
and then gathered our feedback and sent it to the publishers, who have used this in
their editing of the book.
Join us in our exciting Session Six activity, held in the library on Wednesdays (Week
B only). Who knows what adventure we will be taken on next?

Gymnastics and
Bronze Ambassador
Training

Here we have photos of the Primary PE link work with
Mrs Dillon and our Sports Leaders running the gymnastics competition, football league and foot golf
competitions. There was
some aspirational role
modelling from our Idsall pupils. The primary schools
look forward to the competitions so much and, because
of the positive experience, feel increasingly confident in
taking the big step of coming to Idsall.

One to Watch… ‘I Know What You
Did’
Yr11 student Ella wrote this story in her free time. Understandably, her ambition is
to be an author. Who knows, maybe she will be a future Golden Dagger Award
winner!
I stare into the mirror in front of me, looking intently at the unrecognizable
reflection. The person staring back at me is not me. I refuse to believe it is. My
knees tremble and my hands are shaking violently. How could I let this happen? I let
my anger get the best of me again. Only this time my actions were permanent.
Permanent. A strong word. It’s hard to get your head around the meaning.
Permanent (adjective)- ‘lasting or intended to last or remain unchanged indefinitely’.
Imagine something lasting forever, either good or bad. If it’s a positive permanent,
then so be it. But a negative permanent, God help you.
Unfortunately, my permanent is life-changing and not in a good way. A life-changing
decision that will haunt me forever. One that will weigh me down for the rest of my
sorry life. One that will destroy others’ lives. I didn’t intend for it to happen. It just
happened, like most things in life.
I look down at my still shaking hands, unable to process the earlier events. I panic
as I see traces of the blood I so desperately tried to remove. I pace up and down my
room thinking the worst. I should think about the worst. The consequences I would
get from this unimaginable act of anger are scary. The type of scary that creates
shivers that travel up and down your spine. The fear that makes you want to sit in
the corner of a well-lit room so you are aware of your surroundings. The anxiety of
what’s to come, knowing you can’t escape it.

I run to the bathroom for the tenth time tonight to scrub the remaining contents
from my hands, hoping if it went, so would the mistake. In hope that the anxiety
and fear would be washed down the sink with it. I wish I could be washed down with
it. I wish that I could rewind the events of tonight, wake up and start fresh.
Wishing is something we tend to do a lot of whether we mean it or not. We always
hope for a different life than we have. We always hope for something better. No
matter how sustainable someone’s life is, we always think there is something more
significant. Something to change in our lives just because we can. But you can’t always change something. Like me right now. My action is irreversible. Unchangeable.
Permanent.
As I exit the bathroom, sirens sound. I jump out of my skin. Trying as hard as I possibly can to think of alternate solutions, escape roots, alibies. By the time I get my
thoughts back on track, I can no longer hear the sirens. No sign of fluorescent flashing lights. Nothing.
I cautiously tiptoe towards the window, leaning over slightly to peek outside. Darkness. There is nothing to be seen.
*knock*
My head snaps around fast, almost enough to give me whiplash. As I turn, I hear a
car abruptly speed away, giving the impression it wasn’t casually driving past. It was
watching me.

I race downstairs, as fast as I can towards the front door. I hesitantly place a hand
on the handle leading outside, slowly pulling it down. I hear the sound of the metal
rattling from the speed of my hand. As the handle reaches as far as it can go, I
begin to pull the door tentatively.
As the door opens a generous amount I feel the cold breeze of the night against my
skin, making me shiver. I look down to see a piece of paper folded neatly on the
floor. Confused, I bend down and pick it up before quickly shutting the door behind
me. I lean against it and slowly sink down, looking at the mysterious note that I
hold between my fingers.
Carefully, I open it, quarter by quarter. Once it is open, I scan my eyes over the five
handwritten words. In shock, I drop the note, unable to calm my breathing. My
heart is beating so abruptly I can hear it over the deafening silence.
The note reads -

“

“I know what you did.”

Gallery
Exhibit from the Art Department

Sixth Form Netball
This amazing group of Sixth Formers came a very
close second in the recent Wrekin College netball
tournament.
Their motivation—along with the sweet smell of
success—was McDonalds; however, pizza had to
do!
Well done fab group of young ladies. Mrs Dillon

Careers and ID @Idsall
The Autumn term has been another busy time for ID and
Careers at Idsall.

Work Experience is back for Year 10.
We are delighted, after a two year hiatus, to be able to offer Work Experience to our
Year 10 Students who are busy looking for placements for the end of the Summer
Term. Since the beginning of the school year, students in Year 10 have been working
with the team at EBL and Work Ready, Life Ready to begin the process of contacting
employers and preparing for interviews.
A crucial part of the process was taking part in Mock Interviews with a number of
Business Volunteers who generously gave up their time to help our students to develop and practice their employability skills.
We were very proud of all of the participants who were able to dazzle the interviewers with their confidence and maturity.
Year 11 – Post 16 Options
This term has seen the Careers Department ‘virtually’ welcome a range of local
colleges and employers into ID lessons to help prepare all Year 11 students to make
the best choices for their next steps.
Idsall’s Sixth Form team began the process and provided lots of advice and guidance
surrounding A Level study. Telford College delivered a presentation on
Apprenticeship opportunities and vocational courses and Shrewsbury College
outlined the different opportunities available at all of their sites. This was followed up
by Amazing Apprenticeships who provided further information about the different
levels of Apprenticeships available at both Post 16 and Post 18 level. Nearly all Year
11 students have also had the opportunity for an individual careers interview with
Mel Lawrence, our Careers adviser. The remaining students will be seen in January.
If you would like any more information about Post 16 options, please check out our
Idsall Careers Microsite here. This is updated regularly with the many virtual careers
opportunities and encounters as well as on-line work experience opportunities. It is
also a one-stop-shop for videos and websites which provide information, and advice
about all things careers.
The Twelve Jobs of Christmas
Every school day in December, tutors have been sharing the Twelve Jobs of
Christmas—considering all those things that make the Festive Season great. From
toy designers to delivery drivers, where would we be without all of these essential
jobs? We have also been running a student competition to find a job to match each
day of the song – entries are still coming in, and the winner will be announced on
the last day of term.

HE Careers Fayre
4th November 2021
It was fantastic to be able to welcome ‘real people’ back to school for our first face-to-face careers event for nearly two years and we were
proud to host a range of Universities and Apprenticeship providers to give our Year 11-13
students the chance to ask questions about the
opportunities available beyond compulsory
education.
The Universities varied from Russell Group Institutions to Campus Universities and those who are more local.
The event was very well attended and the Universities were pleased to once again
return to Idsall where the students engage so well and ask such meaningful questions.

In September a group of fantastic Year 8 students had
a super day at the Forces in STEM event at RAF
Cosford. We watched the Think Tank show and an explosive performance about the history of chemistry.
The students got involved with building asteroid destroyers, sweet catapults and lots, lots more.
We experienced flight simulations, controlled robot
balls and even won the best engineered paper aeroplane!! Amazing! Thank you to Forces in STEM for a
super day for our students and well done to all students who represented the school perfectly.

Year 8 - Christmas Hampers
In recent weeks, Year 8 have been working on their teamwork and communication
skills as they have put together the traditional Idsall Christmas hampers. We are
pleased that we have been able to continue to work with Live at Home and their
volunteers in supporting those in our local community and would like to thank all of
those who sent in donations. The hampers have now been collected and will be distributed by Live at Home on our behalf. The students thoroughly enjoyed the process and we hope that with their newly developed skills they can now help you with
all that Christmas wrapping!

Classical Fun
On Friday 3rd December twenty-five Idsall students got dressed up in their very best to attend the Symphony Hall in Birmingham for a
gala orchestra concert
commissioned
by Classic FM. The program included “Hedwig’s
theme” “ Star Wars” “Ride of the Valkyries”
and “ Swan Lake”.

All of the students in attendance
had a wonderful time with many of
them experiencing a live orchestra
for the first time. The quote of the
evening goes to a Y9 student who
said “somehow the music comes
alive with energy when you are IN
the room”.

We also gained a compliment from
a member of the public who was
amazed by both the impeccable
behaviour and appearance of the
whole group.

I look forward to organising another trip to this impressive venue.
Mrs Shaw

Alumni Appeal
We are always keen to know what amazing things our former students (and the families of our current students) are doing as it is so inspirational for students in all
years to hear from ‘real people’ who have lives just like them. If you would like to
help us with our Careers programme, we would love to hear from you. We are always looking for volunteers to support our up-coming events.

We are already planning our Summer Term events. Year 7 will be playing ‘What’s my
line?’, trying to guess the jobs done by individuals, so if you have an unusual job or
want to help us to challenge a stereotype, we would love to hear from you. Year 8
students can look forward to employer ‘speed dating’ and Year 9 will be finding the
WOW in Work.
If you can help, please get in touch using the careers@idsall.shropshire.sch.uk email
address. We are especially keen to hear from people who run their own businesses
(however big or small) as well as people who work as volunteers.

Novice Gym
Team’s Victory
Mrs Dillon took the Idsall
novice gym team competed
at Burton Borough school on
Dec 1st, Harriet got an
individual silver and the
team also came away with
silver. They were super proud
of themselves and so they
should be!

Mr Williams says “Thank You” on
Behalf of Refugees
I just wanted to say a HUGE thank you to everyone for supporting the collection for
the Afghan refugees. I’ve included a few photos below of my van once it was loaded
up.
When I arrived at the drop off point, the lady in charge (Emma) was almost moved
to tears and seemed genuinely overwhelmed by the generosity of the school community. Everyone came together and it was incredible how much stuff was gathered. It is a great lesson on how much can be achieved when everyone does their
little bit. I also believe it sends a real message to our students about global responsibilities and perhaps dispels a few myths about what a “refugee” actually is.
Thank you, thank you, thank you! Have a lovely Christmas break!

Young Citizens’ Award
William in Year 7 was presented with a Young Citizens’ Award on 12th November
2021. He was runner up out of a large number of entries and received his framed
certificate at school. His proud parents were in attendance at the presentation, along
with the person who nominated
William, and police officers, David
Worrall, Ben Stephens and Jodie
Davies.
The Young Citizens’ Award is for
young people who have displayed
community spirit and are making a
real difference. It is also aimed at
recognising those young people who
have overcome challenges in their
own lives and have still been able to
make a difference to others in their
community. Well done William!

Former Student Debuts
For Shrewsbury Town
Callum Wilson left Idsall last
year and was offered a fantastic two year scholarship with
Shrewsbury Town FC.

He made his senior professional debut on Tuesday 8th October against the Wolves u21 team in the Papa Johns Trophy
(Premier League clubs play their u21
side in the competition).

He was one of only
three youth players
selected and was singled out for praise after the game by the
manager. He had a
fantastic game, and is
a real credit to our
school.

Idsall School
Coppice Green Lane
Shifnal
Shropshire
TF11 8PD

Have a happy, healthy and restful
Christmas break… See you in the New
Year!

