
Commas
Commas separate  
additions from 
the rest of the 

sentence.



Commas separate additions from the 
rest of the sentence.

For example:

Naturally, as it was Monday, she had a cheese 
sandwich for lunch. 

His excuse, for what it’s worth, is that he 
forgot.



Try these…
• You should of course wash your hands before you handle food.
• You should, of course, wash your hands before you handle food.

• Your class work as well as homework should be done to the best of your 
ability. 

• Your class work, as well as homework, should be done to the best of your 
ability. 

• He said he would arrive today however I don’t believe him.
• He said he would arrive today, however, I don’t believe him. 

• The man fell to the floor and as you can well imagine was in considerable pain.
• The man fell to the floor, and as you can well imagine, was in considerable pain. 



Here’s a mix of all the types of 
commas we’ve looked at so far…

1. Wow that painting you did is amazing!
2. Her room is always a mess however she tries to be tidy.
3. The spoons spatula and whisk belong in the top drawer.
4.   We yawn when we are tired sleepy or bored.
5.   According to legend a mermaid is a young girl with the 

tail of a fish.
6.   Hey do you think it will be a nice day tomorrow?
7. He walked into the room said hello poured himself a drink 

and sat down.
8. Matthew please pick that pen up!
9. Miss Smith the Head of English marched into the room.
10. I like sausages but on the other hand I also like 

vegetarian food. 

Progress Check:

 Using 
commas in 
lists

 Using 
commas to 
separate 
terms of 
address 

 Using 
commas to 
separate 
asides or 
additions 



Check your answers
1. Wow, that painting you did is amazing!
2. Her room is always a mess, however, she tries to be tidy.
3. The spoons, spatula, and whisk belong in the top drawer.
4.   We yawn when we are tired, sleepy or bored.
5.   According to legend, a mermaid is a young girl with the 

tail of a fish.
6.   Hey, do you think it will be a nice day tomorrow?
7. He walked into the room, said hello, poured himself a 

drink and sat down.
8. Matthew, please pick that pen up!
9. Miss Smith, the Head of English, marched into the room.
10. I like sausages but, on the other hand, I also like 

vegetarian food. 

Progress Check:

 Using 
commas in 
lists

 Using 
commas to 
separate 
terms of 
address 

 Using 
commas to 
separate 
asides or 
additions 
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