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Dear Parents and Carers, 

Following on from our previous letter on home testing kits for students, the government has now sent us 
another batch of kits and have asked us to contact parents and carers with this message: 

“Following the success of the asymptomatic testing programme on the return to school and college, it is 
vital to keep testing at home throughout the Easter holidays and into the summer term.  Students will need 
to: 

• test twice a week at home from now on (all those who are able to) 

• report results online as positive, negative or void. This information is critical in helping us to 
understand the prevalence of the virus across the country 

• continue to test twice weekly over the Easter holidays 

• test before returning to school or college for the summer term, either the night before, or morning 
of, the first day back, to find and isolate any positive cases 

Families and households can also access home test kits for adults.” 

We will be giving boxes of test kits out to students next week as follows: 

Monday 29th March: Years 11, 12 and 13 

Tuesday 30th March: Years 7, 8, 9, and 10 

How to administer the tests  

An instruction booklet is included with the kit, and the instructions are also available online, in English and 
12 other languages, and there is an Easy Read version. You can view an NHS video demonstration on 
YouTube following the link below: 

NHS home testing video demo 

How to report test results 

When you have carried out the test, you need to record the results with the government online. 

You only need to report the result to the school if it is positive or void (invalid). Please do this in the usual 
way as follows: 

During school hours, you should contact us on 01952 468400 or email 
CovidSupport@idsall.shropshire.sch.uk  

https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result?utm_source=23%20March%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
http://www.gov.uk/school-household-testing?utm_source=23%20March%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/instructions-for-covid-19-self-test?utm_source=10%20March%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S9XR8RZxKNo&list=PLvaBZskxS7tzQYlVg7lwH5uxAD9UrSzGJ&index=2
https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result?utm_source=23%20March%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
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Out of school hours, including during the weekend or school holidays, please email 
CovidSupport@idsall.shropshire.sch.uk and we will try to answer you as soon as possible. 

If the test result is positive: 

• Your child must not attend school. 

• Advise school as soon as possible either by calling or emailing 
CovidSupport@idsall.shropshire.sch.uk 

• Record the LFT results on the Gov website link above. 

• Book a PCR test – advise the school once the result is received. 

If the test result is VOID: 

• Your child must retake the test with a new kit. 

• A second VOID should be assumed as a positive and a PCR test should be booked. 

• Advise the school as soon as possible either by calling or emailing 
CovidSupport@idsall.shropshire.sch.uk 

• Provide a further update to the school once the PCR test result is received. 

• Your child should stay at home until a negative PCR result is received. 

If the test result is negative: 

• Record the results on the Gov website link above. 

• Your child can attend school as usual. 

Reporting issues with tests 

If you have issues when testing at home such as damaged, missing or difficult to use items in the kit, or you 
are unable to log your results, please call 119. 

If you accidentally record the wrong test result on the government weblink, please take a photo of the 
lateral test device and keep this and the barcode as evidence, and contact 119 so they can change this. 

If an incident led to, or has potential for, harm (for example, swab breaks in the mouth, bleeding, allergic 
reaction on using the kit), as well as seeking support from the helpline 119, please report this on the 
coronavirus (COVID-19) yellow card reporting site. 

What to do if your child develops symptoms of COVID-19 

If your child develops symptoms of COVID-19, they should remain at home for at least 10 days from the 
date when their symptoms appeared. Anyone with symptoms will be eligible for testing and this can be 
arranged via https://www.nhs.uk/ask-for-a-coronavirus-test or by calling 119. 
 
People who do not have symptoms should not request a test unless this has been specifically requested by 
Public Health England or the local authority. All other household members who remain well must stay at 
home and not leave the house for 10 days. This includes anyone in your ‘Support Bubble’. 
 
The 10-day period starts from the day when the first person in the house became ill. 
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Household members should not go to work, school or public areas and exercise should be taken within the 
home. If you require help with buying groceries, other shopping or picking up medication, or walking a dog, 
you should ask friends or family. Alternatively, you can order your shopping online and medication by 
phone or online. 
 
Household members staying at home for 10 days will greatly reduce the overall amount of infection the 
household could pass on to others in the community. 
 
Please see the link to the PHE ‘Stay at Home’ Guidance: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidancefor-
households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection  
 
The main symptoms of coronavirus are: 

• a high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not need to 
measure your temperature) 

• a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing 
episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual) 

• a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you cannot smell or 
taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal 

For most people, coronavirus (COVID-19) will be a mild illness. 
 
If your child does develop symptoms, you can seek advice from the nhs.uk website at 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/check-if-you-have-coronavirus-symptoms/.  If you 
are concerned about your child’s symptoms, or they are worsening you can seek advice from NHS 111 at 
https://111.nhs.uk/ or by phoning 111. 

An end of term letter will follow next week. 

Keep safe and well, and abide by socially-distance guidance. 

Kind regards. 

  
Ms M King 
Headteacher 
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